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ABSTRACT 
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INVESTIGATION WE HAVE MET THE ENEMY 

INTRODUCTION The War of 1812 has been called our second war for 

independence. If we had been defeated, we might once again 
have become a colony of England. The major victory that became 
the turning point in the war occurred right here in Ohio, 
Commodore Perry defeated the British Navy on Lake Erie in 
September, 1813, near South Bass Island, If you've been to 
Put-In-Bay you may have seen the tall column which is a 
memorial to those that died, both British and American, in 
the Battle of Lake Erie, What caused the war? Wliy were we 
, able to win? 
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Figure 1: Monument on South Bass Island 
Commemorating Perry's Victory 
in the Battle of Lake Erie, 



OBJECTIVES 1,/hen you have completed this investigation you will be able to: 

1, Describe the frontier condition of the area around Lake 
Erie in 1812, 

2. Explain why control of Lake Erie was vital in winning 
the war in the Northwest. 

3. Identify some of the major causes of the War of 1812, 

4, Identify the factors important in winning the war. 




WHERE DID THE IMPORTANT BATTLES TAKE PLACE? 



For this simulation, each group will need a map, markers, 
four sets of role cards, and a packet of illustrations. 

A. Identifying Factors in Determining the Outcome of a Battle . 

As you do the following simulation, you will be learning 
about the War of 1812 and some of the battles in that war. One 
major idea that you should think about is: what factors help one 
side or the other to win ? You won't find these factors listed 
in this activity. Instead, you must find clues, interpret facts 
and put together information to come up with some ideas of your 
own. 

For example, you will read about a battle in which a very 
small group of Americans abandon Fort Dearborn. They are attacked 
by 500 Indians. It is obvious that the tiny party had no chance 
because they were outnumbered by the enemy. The relative numbers 
of soldiers on either side is one factor in winning. 

1. By the end of the activity, you should be able to 
list at least 6 other factors that contributed to 
winning, and to give examples of each. List them 
below. 



a. relative numbers: Indian attack on Fort Dearborn 
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There is a very old saying or proverb that says: 

'*For want of a nail, a shoe was lost; 
For want of the shoe, the horse was lost; 
For want of the horse, the rider was lost; 
For want of the rider, the battle was lost; 
For want of the battle, the kingdom was lost.'* 

The military have ^"'xized from ancient times how important 
supplies are to winning a var. Studying the War of 1812 provides some 
good examples of logistics , the moving of military personnel and supplies. 
The logistical problems were generally so great and handled so badly. 



2, Below are listed four statements relating to logistics 
in the War of 1812. Think about them as you are doing 
the simulation. For each statement below, describe an 
event you learned about during the simulation that 
supports that statement. 

a. Armed forces need supplies: food, clothing, shelter, 
weapons, and ammunition. 



b. The area around Lake Erie in 1812 consisted of small 
frontier settlements or forested wilderness with few, 
bad or no roads. 



c. Water transportation is generally easier and cheaper 
than overland transportation. 



6 



4 



d. Control of the Great Lakes in general, and Lake 
Erie in particular, was vital to winning the 
war in the Northwest; that is, the Lake had 
strategic (military) importance. 



B. Directions For the Simulation . 

1. Sit in groups of four. 

a. Players 1 and 2, sitting side by side, are the 
American team; 

Player 1 plays mainly army roles; cards Al-AIA; 
Player 2 plays mainly navy roles; cards A15-A29. 

b. Players 3 and 4, sitting side by side, are the 
British team; 

c. Player 3 plays mainly army roles, cards B1-B14; 
Player 4 plays mainly navy roles, cards B15-B29; 

d. The person next to you is your officer, who will 
read you the cards in the order listed above; and 
see that you follow your instructions. 

In. 1812, most soldiers and sailors could not read. It was 
the custom of the day for the officer to read any instructions, 
information, and orders of the day to his men. 

2. Listen as your officer reads the card to you. 
Repeat to your officer in your own words, what has 
been read to you: 

Who you are; Example from Card Al: '*I am General 

William Hull, veteran, judge. Senator, 
Governor. 

What you did; I am in charge of the Army of the 

Northwest. 

Where you were, I meet my army in Dayton to travel 

to Detroit. 

3. Follow the directions on the card. 

a. Examine the pictures and maps from the packet that 
relate to your card; 

b. Move game piece on board as your character moved; 

c. Place markers on board for: villages, forts, and battles. 
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The American and British cards usually tell of the same 
eventfrom different points of view. Therefore, do not put the 
markers on the board until both the American and British officers 
are finished reading. The winning side will put on the battle 
marker. The losing side will put up the village or fort marker. 

4. When your officer is satisfied that you have fulfilled 
your requirements, your turn is over and you become the 
officer for the person next to you. 

5. The order of play is: Player 1, Card Al, American Army. 

Player 3, Card Bl, British Army. 
Player 2, Card A15, American Navy, 
Player 4, Card B15, British Navy. 

6. Players. take turns to finish the last four cards (29-32). 



Completion of Simulation . 

1. Answer items 1 and 2 in Section A of the activity. 

2. Discuss each of the following people, places, battles 
and words with members of your group to become familiar 
with them: 



People 

Robert Barclay 
Issac Brock 
George Croghan 

Places 



William Henry Harrison Henry Proctor 
William Hull Laura Secord 

Oliver H. Perry James Winchester 



You should be able both to make a sketch map from memory, and 
also locate the places on an outline map. 



Amherstburg 
Black Rock 
Buffalo 
Dayton 
Detroit 



Detroit River 
Maiden 
Maumee River 
Niagara River 
Pittsburg 



Put-In-Bay 
Sandusky River 
Portage River 
Presque Isle 
Sandwich 



Battles Can you put these in chronological order? 



Brownstown 
Canard River 
Fort Dearborn 
Fort Detroit 
Fort George 



Fort Meigs 
Fort Harrison 
Fort Michilimackinac 
Fort Stephenson 
Fort Wayne 



Frenchtown 
Magauga 
Moraviantown 
Queenstown Heights 
Raisin River 



Vocabulary Words 



ambush 

amputate 

anchor 

arsenal 

artillery 

auger 

battery (military) 

blacksmith 

Black Swamp 

blockade 

brig 

broadaxe 
camel (naval) 
cannon 
carpenter 

cartridge (1812 meaning) 

caulking 

cavalry 

Conestoga wagon 
court martial 
crosscut saw 



deck 
fleet 

f or e-and -a f t-r igg ed 

gauntlet 

graphshot 

harbor 

hardtack 

hemp 

howitzer 
invasion 
keel 
keelboat 
Lawrence (ship) 
long gun 

magazine (military) 

mast 

militia 

Niagara (ship) 

pickets 

plane (tool) 

planks 



"powder monkey" 

reinforcements 

retreat 

ribs (naval) 

rout 

sail 

sandbar 

schooner 

siege 

ship 

shrouds (ropes) 
sloop 

squ> r e-rigged 

stays (ropes) 

stockade 

strategy 

tack (naval) 

tomahawk 

topman 



Figure 2. Perry's message to General Harrison upon winning 
the Battle of Lake Erie. 
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ACTIVITY B 

MATERIALS 

PROCEDURE 



WHY DID WE FIGHT? 

Report of Manifesto from teacher packet. 

You have just completed a simulation on the War of 1812 in 
the Northwest. Why was the war fought? In the first part of this 
activity you will learn about some of the problems that the 
United States was having with Great Britain. You will use information 
from publications of the period of time leading up to the war. 

1. Examine Figure 3. The words in the balloons are printed 
for you on page 8, Who are the big, strong, handsome 
characters on the right? 



TT 



■./^^>'<.^ it. ..trt.. ;tttJL f»^nt4 nl*l F iiiliffnri 



I ' \\-/»ti In nii mtf t^f Jnt/i.ihietr 

t/Mt/ofh It-*/- ti t^A tin >fto"'*'rf'^«*«"':y; 'i • A':^:;.!';;:;^ .V ^y ^l'^'i''L'^f'!J'^{^'t '/ 7" 

Vp/t/V h troruu/A (f.tfd oM e,lffhnd ' ul'T/Mm/^^^^^ m E'^^^^h f'-^**-*"]? 

Ztn-itt4,r„U,,curfffn^,fn£nJ,fA . V'^'/'^Ai/ uU „ • An Au«.f.f^.i l-rK..^wsliU 
■f.»r/i<j//» c'j,'/ rr i.'f i> *lnj'^' ilnit fu^anf 

'^Mf \V«r I jji ti II iff UrK It! fA/ 



^'fp fAr \V«r*l i/t " 

tih'/JC*r xtnhrtf. tth'iJnei 
- J^thitt ' .... ' . 



tjrhni rtyt Att /if'ff qil tnt 



" JA*h rtfAi my htnftf 4iul Writ fli r/t 
- A tur fa.nHert,tryis iiAr tmt ktnittit 
I* /ffjV#r/, •ixdmtty thr ]ubbcr Ac xfutA'ft 
" Afi»e if tAt tft^^niff «n(f srrtihtt tvttA 
m lAttrAtt /fffh\uhr U'ftitft mnttnu aotntt 
I rf/tittiamtrt nm^ ttrcert jAt/j tfrfhr ({ 
r ' linni t/'t/f a*nt n Iwuy.h prnKav-X'^rW'^' 
\ ' htmt* thntt titfrHutun. ' *" 
tAref cJttff'X At^uji^J/ux^ot /. ' 
jH'tjnnhty (fttdtt^ ^^^^ ^ 




^A»,/,^^tt r/ji*i//> 



Figure 3. Cartoon from an American newspaper published about 
the time of the war. 
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A, Oh poor sailors! Poor blue jackets. Don't go to war with the 
mother country . Don't go to war with good old England. You will 
get hard knocks on the pate (head). You will spend your war 

in English prisons and prison ships. Don't submit to the war. 
You will beg on the streets and rot in the alms (poor) house. 
Oh poor sailors. Oh poor blue jackets. 

B. Here's a flock of Mother Carey's chickens. What think you my 
hearties to all this ? 



C. Why to all my eye Jack, shiver my limbs, but this fellow is 
an English dishcloth - so let's have no more of your blarney. 
An American tar knows his duty - anJ if he gets into prison 
d'ye see he'll get out again and as for a hard knock, let 
them try and they will see whose head is hardest. 

D. That's right my honest soul! We'll ship to our quarters, boys, 
like true sailors and may the lubber be slashed home to the 
gizzard and scrap 'd with a sharks tooth, who would mutiny 
against commander and desert ship, 'cause a hard gale and tough 
passage brings him to short allowance. And three cheers boys 
Huzza — for Yankee Doodle. 

2. What advice is the sorry character on the left giving them? 



3. What is a tory ? Check with your teacher or look it up in 
your history book. 



Ask your teacher for a copy of the Report or Manifesto of the 
Causes and Reasons of War with Great Britain, presented to the 
House of Representatives by the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

4. What is the date when this report was presented? 



5. Refer to the paragraph marked on pages 10-11. What do you 
think the word \T npressmcat means? 



6. Why do you thi-/: oat Britain impressed American sailors? 
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There is an old song which says "Scalps were bought at stated 
prices. Maiden pays the price in gold," The song and the cartoon 
in Figure 4 refer to a practice of the British and their Indian 
allies. This practice was especially conimon in this area of the 
country. 



A fJCXiat ON THE mONTEaSASPMCTTCEDByTHE HUMAVI BWTISH AND mm WOJlTHY ALLIES ! 




Figure 4. Cartoon from American Newspaper 



7. What is a scalp? 

8, What is the practice shown in the cartoon? 



Why . do you think this would anger those AniCiricans living 
in this area, where the Indians were still strong? 



Read the paragraph marked on pages 7-8 of the Manifesto. 
Describe the blockade referred to in that paragraph. 



\^at effect do you think the blockade had upon the United 
States? 



Read the first page of the Manifesto. What kinds of feelings 
do you think the committee had toward Great Britain? 



How does that page of the report describe the character 
of the American people at that time? 



Do you think the opinions expressed on this first page are 
accurate regarding both the British and Americans? 
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15, Read the paragraph marked on page 17 of the Manifesto , 
In your own words, tell what the coinmit.ee recommended 
to the Congress, 
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WHY DID WE WIN? 

You will need the cards from the simulation. 

As you already know, the war was fought, and it was won by the 
United States. The two countries signed a peace treaty in 1814, 
called the Treaty of Ghent. Why was the United States able to win 
this war? Great Britain had a much more powerful Navy, and at the 
time was perhaps the most powerful country in the world. 

1. Why do you think the Americans were able to win? 



In Activity A you were asked to identify factors that were 
involved in winning battles. Read over those you listed in 
item 1 on page 2. 

Supplying the troops was particularly difficult in the War of 
1812. Britain was very far away, across an ocean and half of a 
continent of wilderness. Often communication was very bad. She was 
a major industrial nation, but her supply routes were very long. 

America, too, had difficulties. There was a lack of organization 
in the War Department. Tt had only a Secretary of War and a few 
clerks to write letters. The Quartermaster Corps was not begun until 
late in the war. There was a lack of supplies because America was 
a new nation with only a few of her own industries. Road'^ were few 
and very poor, especially in the Northwest. 

2. Explain the two means of transportation by which supplies 
came to Presque Isle (Erie). 

a. 



b. 



3. Explain at least 5 difficulties and discomforts you would have 
faced as you traveled north with Hull toward Lake Erie and 
Fort Detroit. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 
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4. Explain why Lake Erie was important in the war. Why did Britain 
and America fight so hard for control of the lake? 



5. Have you changed your mind as to why you think the United 
States won? If so, what do you now think? 
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TITLE 



WE HAVE MET THE ENEMY 



OVERVIEW 



Ohio and Lake Erie were strategic locations during 
the War of 1812. This investigation lets students experience 
aspects of the war. In the first activity they engage in a 
simulation in which various battles and movements of the 
war are re-enacted through roles students assume and through 
the study of pictures and maps. In parts B and C they use 
information from the simulation and from documents of the 
era to determine the causes of the war and the reasons why 
the Americans were able to win the war. This investigation 
also develops reading skills and reading comprehension. 



PREREQUISITE 

STUDENT 

BACKGROUND 



MATERIALS 



OBJECTIVES 



SUGGESTED APPROACH 



Since the activities require reading, students should 
have adequate reading capabilities — eighth grade or better. 

All necessary materials are included in this Teacher 
Guide or in the Student Guide. You will need to duplicate 
one set of the following for each group of four students: 
the game board (map), the role cards and the packet of 
illustrations. It would be best to mount all on stiff paper 
and have them laminated In plastic. In addition, you will 
need to make markers for use on the game board. Masters 
are provided in this Teacher Guide. You will also need 
a xslass set of the Manifesto . 

When students have completed this investigation they 
will be able to: 

1. Describe the frontier condition of the area around 
Lake Erie in 1812. 

2. Explain why control of Lake Erie was vital in winning 
the war in the Northwest. 

3. Idfintify some of the major causes of the War of 1812. 

4. Identify the factors important in winning the war. 

In Activity A a simulation is used. The procedures are 
detailed in the Student Guide. For this part of the investigation 
you should subdivide your class into groups of four. Be certain 
that you don't end up with groups that are composed entirely 
of poor readers. The remaining activities can be done either 
individually^ or in the groups that you identified for 
Activity A. 
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obtained from a wide variety of sources and with experience 
in using original sources. A variety of formats are used to 
retain student interest in the investigation. The simulation 
format is adapted to students' relatively short attention 
spans. The grouping in the sinrilation provides an opportunity 
for students to develop confidence, to learn from each other, 
and develop self-direction. Each student has an opportunity 
for being a leader who reads and directs, and a follower who 
listens to and follows directions. The skills that are 
stressed in the investigation include: vocabulary, reading, 
comprehension, map reading, listening and following directions. 
There is an attempt to provide both the British and American 
viev/points of the war. 

You might follow the investigation with a presentation 
of the filmstrip-tape set entitled "Folk Songs and the War 
of 1812," marketed by Warren Schloat Productions, Inc., 
Pleasantville, NY 10570 

ACTIVITY A 

PROCEDURE The two questions in the Student Guide should be discussed 

briefly with the class. They act as a focus for student 
thinking as they read through the simulation. Encourage 
students to identify and record information from the activity 
that relates to each of the points in the two questions. 

A. Factors in the outcome of a battle. 

1. Students will arrive at a variety of factors. 

Following are seven with examples of each. There 
are others. Accept any that seem reasonable and 
that students can support with an example. 

a. surprise ; Croghan unmasking "Old Betsy" at Fort 

Stephenson; 

Harrison using an unexpected cavalry 
attack at the Thames. 

b. leadership : Brock's bold action vs. Hull's fearful 

indecision at Detroit; 

Perry's changing ships and refusing to 

accept defeat. 

c. teamwork : The near-disaster when Elliott held 

back in the Niagara until the sea battle 
was almost lost; 

The failure of Barclay and Procter to 
work together in destroying the ships at 
Presque Isle. 
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d. position ; The advantage of a strong defensive 

position like Fort Meigs, where the 10 day 
selge did very little damage, as 
contrasted with the undefended position of 
the American forces at Raisin River, where 
the arniy was quickly cut down; 
The advantage of having the 
"weather gauge" — first the British and 
later the American sailing ahlps. 

e, weather conditions ; When the warm winter led to 

breaking up of the Ice and the 
American party was not able to 
cross the lake on the Ice to 
destroy the British; 
When the water Is especially 
high In French Creek In the 
spring and early summer of 1813, 
allowing keel boats to bring up 
the cannon so that Perry's fleet 
finished on time. 



f . discipline ; Dudley's Kentucky militiamen do not 

follow orders to return to Fort Meigs, 
but chase the fleeing British and 
Indians, only to be drawn into ambush; 
The Canadian militiamen leaving the 
selge of Fort Meigs because they are 
tired and wet and their crops need 
planting, 

g. morale; The determination of the little band at 

Fort Stephenson to fight against tremendous 
odds and win; 

The effort of the workmen and sailors at 
Presque Isle to get the ships over the bar 
before Barclay returned • 

2. Below are listed several examples in each of the 
categories. Accept others if they are reasonable. 

a. supplies 

food ; B12 "It is a critical time for Canada. It 
is increasingly difficult to find men to 
fight, to move them, and to feed thera. 

clothes ; B3 "Since uniforms are not available, 
provide your own short coat, etc." 

shelter ; A2 "Tents and blankets come much later." 
AlO "In poor shape on ammunition, and 
you fire sparingly." 
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wilderness to the Maumee River. 



A16, In obtaining supplies 
from Pittsburgh, the Allegheny 
River and French Creek were 
used since water transportation 
was cheaper than overland, 

B28, Procter chouses to 
retreat from Ainh<=»rstburg 
because of the unprotected 
position as a result of the 
naval defeat. 

B. Simulation 

Be sure that at least one or two students in each group 
are good readers. They can assist the less skilled readers in 
the group. 

The simulation will take several days. Therefore, students 
will need to record the positions of the various markers at the 
end of each period of play. Have them stop about five minutes 
before the end of the period to do this. You might want to 
provide small compartmentalized boxes for each set of cards and 
markers. Be sure that students understand that it is their 
responsibility to return everything in order to this box so 
that the students during the following period will be able to 
use them. 

C, Completion 

It is important that students now answer items 1 and 2 
in Section A. You should have a class discussion at this point 
so that the different groups can share information. Then allow 
each group to review each of the people, places, battles and 
terms, using the set of cards as a resource. You might want 
to give the class a quiz when they have completed this. The 
crossword puzzle in the Appendix of this guide could be used 
for this purpose. 

WHY DID WE FIGHT? 

Keywords: tory , scalp , impressment , blockade 

1. The three big, strong characters are American sailors. 

2. The sorry character, the tory editor, is telling the 
sailors not to go to war with England. 

3. Tories were Americans who were still loyal to England 
and to the King of England. 

A. The reporc was presented to Congress on June 3, 1812. 



c. water transportation ; 



d. control of the lakes; 
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Students will find the Manifesto difficult to read. 
You might want to do the parts of this activity that use 
the Manifesto as a class activity, with you reading the 
appropriate passages to your students, 

5. Impressment is forcing men to serve aboard ship. 
In this case, American sailors were captured and 
forced to serve on English ships, 

6. Great Britain needed men to man her ships. 

7. A scalp is the skin and hair taken from a person 
after (s)he has been killed. 

8. British agents are paying Indians for scalps as 
evidence that they have killed Americans. 

9. This practice encouraged Indians to attack and 
kill American settlers. 

10. Great Britain declared that all of the western 
coastline of Europe^ from the Isle of Elbe to 
Brest, France, was closed to American ships. 

11. This prevented Americans from trading in Europe, 
where almost all of our business was done. 

12. They felt that the United States had been victimized 
by Great Britain. 

13. The Americans, according to the report, were peaceful 
and trying to be patient in order to avoid war. 

14. The report is written in a very biased manner as 
one might expect. There were provocations on the 
side of the Americans as well, especially in the 
west where Americans coveted the Canadian lands to 
the north. 

15. The committee recommended that the United States 
declare war on Great Britain. 

WHY DID WE WIN? 

1. You can accept a variety of answers to this question. 
Its purpose is to focus students' thinking on the 
basic idea of this activity. 

2. The two means of transportation are: 

a. Overland routes using Conestoga wagons. 

b. Use of keelboats on the Allegheny River and 
French Creek. 
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3. Hull traveled through wilderness; trees had to be 
cut, corduroy roads built, streams forded or bridged, 
and the Black Swamp waded. Wagons and animals got 
mired; food, water^ medicines, clothing and shelter 
were scarce; mosquitoes were bothersome. There was 
real danger from Indians. Accept all reasonable 
answers. 

4. Because of the lack of roads and rapid means of 
overland transportation, water and ships provided 
the most: rapid means of moving supplies and r^ilitary 
forces from one place to another. The lake, being 
the largest body of water, therefore, was a critical 
avenue for such movements and its control represented 
control of the northwest. 

5. Accept reasonable responses. A combination of factors 
was responsible for the American victory. Many of 
the factors related to the distance of Great Britain 
from the front. 

Barry, Ja/ies ?. The Battle of Lake Erie . Franklin Watts, Inc. 
New York, 1970, 64 pp. A concise, well written account of 
the battle and the events leading up to it and following it 
A ^ood student reference. 

Dodge, Robert J. The Battle of Lake Erie . The Gray Printing 
Company, Fostoria, OH 44830, 1967, 36 pp. A short well- 
written pamphlet describing the battle. 

Hamil, Fred C. Michigan in the War of 1812 . Michigan History 
Division, Michigan Department of State, Lansing, 1977, 
44 pp. A description of those battles that took place 
in and near Michigan. 

Hamraack, James Wallace, Jr. Kentucky and the Second American 
Revolution . The University of Kentucky, Lexington, 1976, 
116 pp. A description of the contributions of the Kentucky 
militiamen during the war in the Northwest. 

Lindley, Harlow, editor. Fort Meigs and the War of 1812 . The 
Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 1975, 146 pp. Excerpts 
from the diary of Captain Daniel Gushing and from the 
documents of Gushing 's Gompany provide insight into the 
life and times of Fort Meigs. 

Ohioana Library. Ohio in the War of 1812 . Ohio Library 

Association, 1109 Ohio Departments Building, Golumbus, 
1963, 129 pp. Pictures and brief sketches of events and 
persons of the War 

Rosenberg, Max. The Building of Perry ^s Fleet on Lake Erie^ 

1812-1813 . Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Gommission, 
Harrisburg, 1968, 72 pp. A description of how and why the 
fleet was built. 
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APPENDIX 



This appendix includes the following materials used in the activity: 

1. A crossword puzzle that could be used as a quiz or student self-check 
on knowledge of terms, people and places (p. 8-10). 

2. Playing pieces to be used with the game board (p. 11). 

3. The master to be used for making tlie ^ame board (p. 12 and panels 1-11). 

4. The role cards used in the simulat: :' (Al, Bl to A32, B32) . 

5. The illustrations referred to in the role cards (P1-P19). 

6. The Manifesto used in Part B of the activity (9 pages). 




ERIC 



B2 A 3-masted vessel; the British Detroit was one. 

B19 A lake north of Ohio; also a fort on the SW bank of the Niagara River. 
Cll The first part of the ship constructed or laid; the backbone of the ship. 
C22 A great Indian leader, killed at the Battle of the Thames. 
E7 A short cannon first made in Scotland. 

E17 A small fort on Lake Michigan, abandoned by the American garrison during the War of 1812. 

F30 A strong type of wood often used in shipbuilding. 

G3 Perry's flagship. 

G12 A large gun or artillery weapon. 

G20 The Pennsylvania town that supplied much of the materials for Perry's :hips. 

II A river where wounded American prisoners were massacred by the Indians after the battle. 

128 The one material Perry had a lot of at Presque Isle for building his ships. 

J7 The commandet of the British fleet. 

J21 The river running between Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. 
K15 A weapon like a musket or cannon. 

K28 The U-shaped skeleton of the ship; wish-bone shaped pieces fastened to the keel. 

L9 A barrier or obstruction across the mouth of the harbor at Presque Isle 

M2 A 2-man saw used to make planks for shipbuilding. 

M15 A Canadian village on the SE shore of the Detroit River. 

Nl Is, are, was, were, , being, been. A form of a common verb. 

N6 An abbreviation for the United Kingdom. 

09 Place where Perry's ships were built; old name for Erie, PA. 

P3 A 2-masted, square-rigged vessel of war, like the Lawrence or Niagara . 

Q8 What all men feel during battle. 

Q23 The name of the large swamp in NW Ohio. 

Q29 A paddle, a wooden object used to move a small boat through the water. 
R5 What the sailors had to do to get Perry from the Lawrence to the Niagara . 
SI The high pole to which sails are attached. 

S13 A whip used to discipline sailors; a ^ of 9 tails (an animal). 

S26 A bad defeat. 

T18 "We have met the enemy, and they are 

U2 The village on t:.e Thames in Canada where Harrison defeated Procter. 
U26 What Usher Parsons hoped to do for each patient. 
V18 The small American naval yard near Buffalo. 

Wl The village along the west bank of the Detroit River where Van Home was ambushed by the 
Indians. 

W27 This helped Perry get his 5 converted trading ships from Black Rock to Presque Isle and 

escape from Barclay. 
Xll The end of Lake Erie where you would find the Niagara River; a direction. 
X23 What Perry was after the Battle of Lake Erie. 

X29 A piece of canvas or cloth that catches the wind to move a ship. 
Y15 Forcing string and oakum in cracks to make a ship water-tight. 
Z3 A fence of upright logs used in building a fort. 
Z24 To cut off an arm or leg that is badly injured. 
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CRCTS SWORD PUZZLE 
DOWN (VERTICAL) 

ID Soldiers mounted on horses, siu s the Kentuckians at the Battle of Thames 
IN The front of a ship. 

IW South ^Island, where Put-In-Bay is. 

2L Procter marched on it co get from Maiden r > the Raisin River. 
2R A caulking tool, used to drive strJa^' and ...ikum into cracks. 

4a a group of citizen soldiers etd.isted for a short time for a particular purpose* 
41 A 2-masted, fore-aft rigged tradiag ship* 

48 A black sticky substnnce, used to treat rope and sailor^s pigtails; a nickname for a 
sailor. 

4S The side* of the lake where the Battle of Lake Erie was fought; a direction. 
6M Usher Parson's profession. 

73 The British General killed in the Battle of Queenston. 

7W A ,.xg~2:ag path used b^^ sailing ships when sailing into the wind. 

8A Sometimes this kind of shot was fired into a magazine to make it explode. 

9D The British general defeated in the Battle of the Thames. 

9L The fort where Croghan was a hero. 

9W What Perry *s ships used for power* 
lOU The weight of cargo that would fit into 40 cubic feet of hold in a ship. 
UN The commodore or commander of the American fleet in Lake Erie. 

\2G A river aear Amherstburg (east of the Detroit River), where Hull^s campaign stopped. 
13S The kind of cloth sails are made of. 

14A A fW Fur Company ship stolen by the Americans in a raid and made part of Perry s fleet. 
15K Pmall balls sewn intL a quilted bag that explode from a cannon like a shotgun blast. 
16V7 Cross-bars attached to masts to hold sails. 

17B The British fort on the Detroit River at the village of Amherstburg. 

171 The American general defeated and captured at the Battle of the Raisin River. 

18V The round iron sphere shot by a cannon, 

19M The American who headed the unit ambushed at Brownstown by Tecumseh and the British. 
198 The Anierican general who surrendered Fort Detroit without a shot fired. 
20B The back of a battle formation. 

210 A very expensive material for Perry's chips, used «f or nails, shot, etc. 

21M The young captain beseigeJ by Indians at Fort Harrison, and who much later became 

President of the U.S. 
22A The major American fort in the Northwest; Hull surrendered it. 
23L Chosen as an island base by Perry for the fleet. 
24C A type of wagon drawn by 6 strong horses and used to carry loads. 
24U Cordage; long strands of twisted hemp used to control sails. 
25X Sometimes the only anesthetic a doctor had on shipboard. 
26N The American Naval base across the Niagara River from Port Erie. 
28B Material from which rope is made. 

29G Victorious American general at tha Battle of Thames. Later became President of U.S. 
29P The fort built along the Maumee River; Harrison's major base in NW. 

31E The general who commanded the New York militia and other nnits that were defeated in 

the Battle of Queestown Heights. 
32T The scows used to help lift Perry's ships over the sandbar. 



Words used in the puzzle are: 



AMHERSTBURG 


BROWNSTOWN 


CONESTOGA 


GRAPESHOT 


KEEL 


PITTSBURGH 


SAIL 


TECUMSEH 


'iMPUTATE 


CALEDONIA 


CROSSCUT 


GUN 


LAWRENCE 


PRESQUE ISLE 


SANDBAR 


TON 


BALL 


CAMEL 


CURL 


HAMMER 


MALDEN 


PROCTER 


SCHOONER 


TREES 


BARCLAY 


CANARD 


DAYTON 


HARDTACK 


MAST 


PUT-IN-BAY 


SHIP 


UK 


BASS 


CANNON 


DEARBORN 


HAPJRISON 


MILITIA 


RAISIN 


SPAR 


VAN RORl^E 


BE 


CANVASS 


DETROIT 


HEMP 


MORAVIANTOWN 


REAR 


STEPHENSON 


VAN RENSSELAER 


BLACK 


CARRONADE 


EAST 


HERO 


NIAGARA 


RIBS 


STOCKADE 


WEST 


BLACKROCK 


CARRONADE 


ERIE 


HOT 


OAK 


ROPE 


SURGEON 


WINCHESTER 


BOW 


CAU 


FEAR 


HULL 


OAR 


ROUT 


TACK 


WIND 


BRIG 


CAULKING 


FOG 


ICE 


OURS 


ROW 


TAR 






CAVALRY 


FORT MEIGS 


IRON 


PERRY 


RUM 


TAYLOR 




ERIC 










27 







10 




11 



PLAYING PIECES 

Following the patterns given, cut pieces from construction paper, 
cardboard . or fiberboard. Cardboard or fiberboard could be colored 
or painted as indicated. 



!• Make 4 playing pieces (1 for each member of the 4 person group) 
to indicate moves. 



a. 2 of this shape: 

1 blue for the American Navy 
1 red for the British Navy 

b, 2 of this shape: 

1 blue for the American Army 
1 red for the British Army 

2. Make 25 yellow house pieces to indicate villages: 

3. Make 30 brown forts to indicate forts: 




NAVY 



ARMY ^ 



VILLAGE 



FORT 



4. Make 12 red circles for British won battles: 

Make 12 blue circ. ^3 for American won battles: 

Make 12 circles which are half red and half blue 
to indicate battles that were indecisive* 

5. Make 6 red British ships by the following patterns: 



J: op 



£0 0) 



Z ^ 
X 



2-1 



6N*^Make 9 blue American ships by the following patterns; 



5° 

So 
-I 



a O 

at CO 

(0 N 



Oo 
O 



\ 



BLUE 




(If you wish, you may add coothplck masts and sails.) 



RED 



R 
E 
D 



B 
L 
U 
E 
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GAME BOARD - MAP OF LAKE ERIE REGION 



You will need to duplicate and assemble the eleven sheets that make up the 
game board. Once it has been put together it should be mounted on poster board 
and/or laminated in plastic. The sheets are numbered according to the following 
grid: 





1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 



The numbers appear in the upper left hand corner of each sheet. When properly 
positioned the sheets will overlap those to the right and those below. You 
can trim off the excess white margins to reduce the size of the game board. 



30 



ERIC 



FORT 
DETROITC 

MAGUAGA u/y 
BROWNSTO^^ ' 



/^SANDWICH VILLAGE 



'ORT MALDEN 
>AMHERSTBl 



e 

I VILLAGE 




,.t. a'... ^/.v J/., 

,.i>i, !•«, y'li., 

)4it 
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AMERICANS 

AMERICAN SHIP TRAVEL 

O AMERICAN FORTS 
/////////// BRITISH 
BRITISH SHIP TRAVEL 

® BRITISH FORTS 

■ BATTLE SITE 
^'■u ,„,^'-- SWAMP 



Al. AMERICAN PP.tO^ARATIONS ?0R 



Bl. BRITISH PREPARATIONS FOR WAR 



You are General William Hull , a 59-year old veteran of the 
Revolution, a Massachusetts judge and senator, and 
Governor of the Michigan Territory. You reluctantly 
accept an offer to command the Armv f the Northwest » and 
meet your army of 3 Ohio MUltla i and the 4th 
Regiment of regulars In Dayton, i there you decide 
to cut a road north through the wl. demess to the Maumee 
River, and Lhen go around the ^n^r ^nd of Lake Erie, 
north to Fort Detroit. You ge^ irmlsslon of the 
tribes to march through their t.' iCi^ry. After a 
rousing speech, you start off tova: d the lake with your 
musical band behind you. 

See picture, Figure PI. 

See map, ^ly/jrt P2. 

Trace izh finger from Dayton to Detroit. 

Place to<t< . for Dayton and Urbana. 



You are Major-General Issac Brock , not only military 
commander of all troops in Upper Canada, but also the 
civilian head of government for Upper Canada. You 
were born in 1769, of an old respected family on the 
channel Islands of Guernsey, between England and 
France. You become a professional soldier at 16, 
serving in Britain, the West Indies, Holland and 
Denmark, before coming to Canada in 1802. It is mainly 
your planning, leadership, vigorous action and brave 
fighting that help Britain do so well in the early 
part of the war. You establish your headquarters at 
Fort George. 

See Figure P2. 

Place fort marker at Fort George. 



A2. AMERICAN PREPARATIONS FOR WAR 

You are a militiaman of the lat Ohio Regiment under 
Colonel Duncan McArthur. Your unit has the Job of 
cutting the road from Urbana north to the Scioto River. 
All frontiersmen are axemen, so the regiment la able 
to clear 10 miles a day. E^ich night you get daily 
rations of flour, pork or beef and salt. You knead the 
flour and water into dough, coil the rolla of dough around 
a pole, and bake over a fire. Meat is broiled ovet an 
open fire or made into soup or stew in a kettle. Tents 
and blankets come much later. At the Scioto crossing, you 
bu/ld a small fort, enclosing one-half acre with a block- 
house on the NW and one on the SE comer. It la named 
Fort McArthur. 

See map. Figure P2. 

Move game pieces from Dayton to Fort McArthur. 
Put fort marker at Scioto crossing. 



B2. BRITISH PREPARATIONS FOR WAR 

Tfou are Lieutenant John Richardson . Born at Queenston 
on the Niagara River, your father was a doctor with the 
Queen's Rangers. You were educated at Amherstburg and 
became a "gentleman volunteer" in the 41st regiment at 
the age of 16. The 41st "Welsh" Regiment, whlch^ saw 
more fighting than any other in the early prrt of the 
war, was one of four regiments of British regular 
soldiers in Canada. Brock later said if he stretched 
out his regular troops along the long Canadian-U.S. 
border, he would have about two men per mile. A very 
thin red line Indeed. You are stationed at Fort Maiden 

See Figure P19* 

Place fort marker on Fort Maiden, 



A3. AMERICAN PREPaJUTTDNS FOR WAK 

You are an Ohio militiajnan from Cincinnati. You travel 
the Wilderness Road 20 miles f*&at Fort McArthur to Fort 
Neceeaity, hi,d on tu Fort Findlay on the banks of the 
Blanchard River, where you build a square fort, 30 yards 
on A side with a 10 ft. high stockade; blockhouses on each 
cor liar and a ditch in front. You now enter a region called 
tlti: Black S'wamp. It is 120 tnilca long and 40 miles wide; 
Afl big as Connecticut. I : la a flat, poorly drained, old 
glacial lake bed. Often you wade in water to your waist. 
WiiKons get stuck; animals get mired tp their Hies. The 
water t/ietes of sulfur, and thore are clouds ' mosquitoes. 
One of ovory four m#n is sick. It takea from June 1 to 28 
to reach the Maurnoo from Dayton. 

See map, Figure P2. 

Place fort markeret Necessity, Klndlay, Portage River. 
Move game piece to Maumee River . 



fl3. BRITISH PREPARATIONS FOR WAR 

Thomas Veche res de Bouchervtll^ , a French-Canadian 
from near Montreal, who at 20 atarted a atore at Amherstburg, 
When Hull threatena invasion of Canada, you Join a militia 
regiment of light infantry. Since uniforms are not avail- 
able, you are to provide your own "short coat of dark- 
colored cloth made to button well around the body and 
pantaloons suited to the seaeon with the additon of a round 
tut. Militiaman are used to transport military supplies, 
to garrison posts, and to guard key points. They are 
Important fighting units. Regulara sometimes look down 
on you. 

See Figure P2. 

Place marker on Amherstburg* 



ERIC 



42 



A4. AMERICAN PREPARATIONS FOR WAR 



B4. BRITISH PREPARATIONS FOR WAR 



AC Che Maumee an express rider from Chillicoche cells you, 
General Hull , chac war was declared on June 18. You quick 
march around the veac end of che lake, fearful of an Indian 
attack. Finally, on July 5 you arrive at Decroic, che raosc 
Imporcanc American fore in che Norchvesc. Here wacer from 
Lake Huron channels chrough che small Lake Sc. Clair inco 
che Decroic River ac che norchwesc end of Lake Erie. The 
fore flcands on che highesc ground wesc of che river. Ic is 
square, well forcifiod, wich high, double scockades, dicch 
and outer pickets. Ic is briscling wich heavy guns and 
well supplied wich powder and shoe. Below is a cown of 
several hundred brick and log buildings and 700-800 
inhabicancs. You begin your final preparacions for che 
invasion of Canada. 

See piccure. Figure PI. 
Scudy map. Figure P3. 



You are Tecuraaeh, an Indian legend in your own cime. 
You feel a hacred for che Americans, whom you feel 
have^scolen from and lied co che Indians. You 
cherefore Join che Bricish and use your leadership 
CO bring wich you many Indian cribes. This is che 
Indian's lasc scand againsc che whices afcer losing 
many baccles. Your Indians like co fighc from ambush 
and in quick accacks racher Chan from che line formacions 
and long sieges used by che whices. Afcerwards, Indians 
go home to celebrace wich cheir looc and capcives. 
Their cruelcy somecimes embarasses you and vour Bricish 
allies. 

See piccure. Figure Pll. 



A5. A!1ERICAN BATTLE CARD 
Decroic. Augusc 16, 1812 . 

You are General William Hull . Afcer losing several baccles 
in Canada, you have pulled back Co Decroic. Your supply 
lines are cue. The Bricish compleeely conerol Lake Erie. 
Fore Michilimackinac has fallen, leaving che norchwesc 
froneier compleeely open co swarms of Indians who will now 
Join che Bricish. Food, medical ;ind milicary supplies are 
very lljnieed. The fore is full of women and children and 
is under heavy accack from across che river. You don*c 
cruse your own miliela colonels who sre re&dy co muciny. 
You surrender. Lacer you are courcmarcialiHi and found 
guilcy, buc che Presidene pardons you from che death 
penalcy. 

Bring game piece back co Decroic. 
Place baeele marker. 



B5. BRITISH BATTLE CARD 

Surrender of Decroic, Augusc 16, 1812 . 

You are General Brock . You arrived ac Amherscburg on 
Augusc 13 afcer a journey from Fore George of five days 
in an open boac on Lake Erie. You rebuild Canard Bridge, 
place bacceries ac Sardwich, and scare shelling Fore 
Decroic across che ri/er. Your forces cross che river 
unopposed under che ccvering guns of rhe ships Queen 
Charlocce and General Huncer. You and your 750 men march 
up che road in fonnacion in face of loaded cannon and a 
heavily armed fore. Knowing chac you could noc conerol 
che Indians wichouc immediace surrender, you cake quick, 
decisive accion chac pucs che fore in your hands wichouc 
a shoe. You are surprised and pleased. 

Wich game piece crace rouce co Decroic Irom t^orc George. 
Place baccle marker. 



A6. AMERIC.VN BATTLE CARD 
Frenchcovn, January 18, 1813 . 

You are Colonel Lewis . You, wich 700 men, are senc 
by General Winchescer, che general who replaced 
Hull, CO che Raisin River Co procecc French families 
sympachecic co che Americans. They are being harassed 
by che Bricish and Indians. You also hear chac che 
Bricish are going to ship all food supplies from 
here co Fort Maiden. You march moscly on che ice 
of Maumee Day and Lake Erie. Baccle lines form Just 
souch of Frenchcown. The baccle is hocly foughc. 
The Bricish gradually recreac inco che woods. 
Twelve Ajnericaus are killed and 55 wounded. You send 
news of viccory co Winchescer. You seccle Inco cho 
toxm CO wale for reinf orcemencs . 

See mnps. Figures P2 and P4. 
Place baccle marker. 



B6. BRITISH BATTLE CARD 
Frenchcown. January 18, 181 3. 

You are Malor Raynolda wich a unie of 100 regulars and 
abouc UQO Indians. You are encamped in Frenchcown, a 
village of 33 families living in log cabins. Xc is on 
che Raisin River, named for che grapes grown in che region. 
Your howiczer, a ahorc gun cha: chrows bombs, was caken 
by a large number of che enemy making a decermined advance 
across che river. After two hours of fighcing, you are 
driven back inco cover of crees and fallen cimbers. The 
Americans fall back co che warmch and comforc of che 
cotm. 

See Figures P2 and P4. 
Place beetle marker. 
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A7. AMERICAN BATTLE CKXO 
Raisin River, January 22^ 1813 . 

You are General Winchester . You realize Lewis is in a 
dangerous position^ just 18 railes across the Detroit 
River from Fort MAlden. You hurry with 300 reinforce- 
ments, arriving on the afternoon of the 20th. You 
establish headquarters in the Navarre house, south 
of the river, one-half mile from the troops. It is very 
cold. Spies are not sent out; fortifications are 
not built; aonnunition is not divided. On the 21st, the 
approach of a British force Is reported three different 
times. You do not believe the reports. Later you are 
awakened by bombs and a charge of regulazs and Inc^ians. 
The surptise attack of the unfortified position leads 
to slaughter, retreat, and rout. Death and mutilation 
are on all sides— 290 are killed and missing— 600 are 
prisoners— only 33 escape. 

See Figures P4 and P5. 
Place battle card . 



B7. BRITISH BATTLE CARD 
Raisin River^ January 22, 1813 . 

You are General Procter . You interrupt a dance at Maiden, 
&nd collect your total disposable force of 500 troops, 
800 Indians and three 3-pounder9 to march across the 
frozen Detroit River. The attack is evidently a complete 
surprise. Thereafter, with fierce Indian attack, retreat 
becomes a rout. Many of the enemy are scalped by Indians. 
You lose 24 tank and file and 11 officers. One-hundred- 
fifty-eight are wounded. Almost the entire American army, 
including General Winchester, is killed or captured. 
This ends the second major offensive of the Americans. 

See Figures P4 and P5. 
Place battle card. 



A8. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD 

Raisin ^ f ver Massacre, January 23, 1813 . 

You are William Atherton . a Kentucky volunteer. You ere 
wounded in Che shoulder in r.he battle and captured. 
G<ineral Procter promises :i }](ufl^d and protection for the 
wounded, until slede can te fi.'.'Xt, Major Reynolds and 
three interpreters leave in we night. Indians return 
drunk. They loot, mas&acre and burn the village. As you 
are able to walk, you are taken prisoner by an Indian. 
You are In constant fear of being killed. There is 
unending travel, hunger and cold« You are well treated 
tfLSd adopted by the tribe. You are finally sold at your 
request to a Frenchman. He gives you to the British, 
who Imprison you for Ih years. 

See Figure P5. 



B8. BRITISH BATTLE CARD 

Raisin River Massacre, January 23, 1813 . 

You are a young British regular set to guard prisoners 
at Malilen. You have more prisoners than soldiers to guard 
them, so the wounded are left with guards until tomorrow. 
The unwounded are put m temporary pens until they can be 
fient up the Thames River to Burlington Heights and Niagara 
Falls to be exchanged. The general wrote, ^The zeal and 
courage of the Indian department were never more 
conspicuous." Americans criticize the Indians, but if you 
fight a wildcat, you can expect to be scratched. 

See Figure P5. 



A9. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD 

Siege of Fort Meigs, April 29-May 9, 1813 . 

You, General Harrison , decide you need a fort In 
northern Ohio. It will be a storage depot for supplies 
and a base for an attack on Maiden and Detroit. You 
build Fort Meigs at the rapids of the Maumee. It is 
a large, wul.-f ortlf led camp, with eiglit blockhouses, 
tour magazines and a protective ditch. You had hoped 
for a winter campaign on Maiden and in February sent 
out Captain Langhom to burn Che ships trsppod in 
Amherstburg hsrbor by the Ice. Langham, however, 
found the weather warmer than usual and the Ice breaking 
up. He returned to the fort, unable to cross on the 
ice. You were sure Fort Meigs would be the center of 
the Spring offensive. It Isi 

See Figures P6, P7 and P8. 



B9. BRITISH BATTLE CARD 

Siege of Fort Melga, April 29-May 9^ 1813 . 

You, Proctor , start your invasion on April 23 with 520 
regulars, 460 militia, and over 1,500 Indians under 
Tecumseh, You promise the Indians land in Ohio and 
Michigan and the almost unlimited stores in the fort. 
You promise Tecumseh chat he can have Harrison, whom he 
hates because of the battle of Tipnecanoe. You 
promise the militia the campaign will be short, decisive, 
and profitable. You arrive on April 28 at the mouth of 
the Maumee by means of a brig, several smaller ships 
and some gunboats. You first set up your heavy batteries 
opposite Che fort. Two-hundred men and oxen work all 
night to pull Che heavy cannon through the mud Co the 
high point overlooking the fort. 

See Figures P7 and P8. 



EKLC 



44 



AlO. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD 

Siege of Fort Meigs. April 29-May 9. 1813 , 

You and your fellow aoldiera , aeeing Che posit ioning of the 
Briciah artillery, begin to dig a long traverse (mound) 
diagonally through the camp. You dig out holes as shelters 
from cannon balls and boabs. As the battle starts you are 
in pretty good shape on food and water, but in poor ahape 
on aDmunition. You fire sparingly. The rain is a real 
problem, because soon Che holes fill and are unussble. 
Men are sick. There Is not enough firewood. The British 
are pouring in 300 to 500 rounds of shot, day and night. 
The fort is far from reinforcements and completely 
surrounded by the enemy. 

Study Figures P6, P7, P8 and P12. 



BIO. BRITISH BATTLE CARD 

Siege of Fort Meigs. April 29«May 9> 1813 . 

The next morning a heavy cannonade begins and continues 
almost without stop for five days and nights. The activity 
is directed against the powder magazine, which is bombarded 
with hot shot. You can see the besieged frantically piling 
dirt on top of the magazine to protect it. Because of 
constant rain the fires are soon put out. • Even so, every 
one of the enemy batteries are soon silenced. So*ne of the 
41st regiment cross the river and position another battery, 
which sets up a croc^flre. Indians climb high trees and 
fire at tlioye within the fort. 

Study Figures P7 and PI?.. 



All. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD 

Siege of Fort Meig8> May 5. 1813 . 

You are Harris on. You hear that Green Clay and Kentucky 
militiamen arc coming to relieve Che fort. You send 
orders for one group to land on the west bank and to 
spike the enemy Lattery. They are to return immediately 
to the fort. Another sortie is made to silence the 
other battery. The scheme works, buc Che KenCuckians 
are over-enihuffiatttic and chase Che Bricish and Indians 
into Che woods. You, wacching from che ramparcs cry, 
"They are lose. They are lose. Can 1 never gee men Co 
obey orders?" Too lace chey realize thac they have 
been drawn inco an ambush. They are surrounded and 
killed or capcured. 

Scudy Figures P6, P7 and P8. 
Place baccle marker. 



Bll. BRITISH SHIP'S PERSONNEL 

You are a gunner . You case off lashings, haul gun in, 
raise supporc, sponge bore, ram powder cartridge down 
bore, and ram shoe home. You Chen ram a wad of rope 
down ehe bore Co hold che charge in place. You prime 
Che touchhole wich fine powder and pull che carcridge 
covering chrough the touchhole so that the priming 
will set off the charge. You run the carriage forward 
so that the muzzle sticks out of the gunport. You raise 
or lower the aim with a wooden wedge under the barrel. 
Stand Co the right as you touch the powder in the 
touchhole with a slow match. The explosion will force 
the cannon to recoil backward instantly with great 
force. 



A12. AMERICAN THE SIEGE ENDS 

The enemy , unable to take the fort, finally leaves, and 
the fort goes back to its normal routine. You are able 
to clear and cut trees for repairs and firewood, repair 
pickets and build new magazines, shoot marks and take 
guard duty, clean up the camp, equipment and yourselves 
to pass parade inspections. You even have time Co 
fish and Cend small gardens of leccuce, radidhes, onions, 
peas and bean Co supplemenc your diac. A courc marcial 
coday finds a m.^ guilty of desercing and of chrcitenlng 
to blow up Che magazine, He is sencenced to solicary 
confinemenc co wear a ball and chain, Co shave one-half 
of his head, Co ride a wooden horse (a bene over snpling) 
and Co be drummed out of camp in disgrace. 

Scudy P8. 

Place baccle marker. 



312, BRITISH .THE SIEGE ENDS 

The Indians , wich a casce of loot and blood, melc away 
Coward their homes wich cheir c/ipcives, excepC for a 
few under Tecuraseh. Mosc Indians do noc like chis 
kind of siege fighcing and are bored and fruscraced 
becauae che fore scill scands undamaged. The milicia, 
coo, begins to deserc. Condicions are terrible. Mosc 
have no cancs or blankecs. Ic has noC been a quick, 
easy, vicCory. The railicia la discouraged, besides, the 
cropt need Co be planced ac home. ProcCor loses one-half 
his m-^licia; he says he'll never use railicia again, Afcer 
10 days of siege, he packs up and goes btick co Maiden. 

See Map, P17, 

Move game piece co Maiden. 
Place baccle marker. 
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A13. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD 

Second sle^e of Fort Meigs. July 25--2 8, 1813. 

You* Harrison , are not at Fort Meigs at the time of the 
second siege. Instead, you've gone to Fort Seneca so 
that you can rush reinforcements either to Fort Meigs 
or to Fort Stephenson, depending on where and when the 
attack comes. This time the attackers try to trick 
the Americans. Since their guns are not strong enough 
to beat down the walls, their plan is to get the 
Americans to come outside, Tecumseh and the British, 
out of sight of the fort but within hearing distance, 
wage a mock battle. The Americans are supposed to 
think that reinforcements are being attacked just 
outside the fort and come to their rescue. Fortunately. 
Green Clay suspects a trap and will not come out, and 
Tecuraseh's plan falls. 

See Figure P7 , 

Place fort markers for Forts Feree, Seneca. Ball and 

Stephenson* 

Place battle marker. 



B13. BRITISH BATTLE CARD 

Second 3lege of Fort Meigs, July 25-28. 1813 . 

It is a critical time for Canada, It becomes difficult 
to find men to fight and to move and feed them. You, 
Procter , feel it is necessary to risk expeditions against 
the enemy to cripple his invasion plans and to encourage 
the Indians. It is es8ent4.al to keep control of the lake. 
Therefore, when you get reinforcements from the 4l3t, 
you start for Fort Meigs with 400 soldiers, some 6-pounders 
and Tecumseh and his Indians, When a trick to get the 
Americans outside the fort does not work, you get In your 
boats and go by lake to Fort Stephenson, a smaller and 
weaker fort on the Sandusky River, Tecumseh and his 
Indians go overland to wait In ambush should Harrison come 
with reinforcements. 

See Figure P7. 
Place battle marker. 



AL4 , AMERICAN BATTLE CARD 

You are Caotaln George Croghan , 21-year old veteran of 
the Battle of Tippecanoe and nephew of George Rogers 
Clark* You are in command of Fort Stephenson* The 
fort has only 160 men and one six-pound gun call3d 
"Old Betsy." Harrison orders the fort abandoned, but 
changes his mind when he realizes the woods are full of 
Indians and that it is too late to retreat. Heavy 
British guns pound the NW corner, the weakest part of 
the furt. You reinforce walls with bags of sand and 
flour. You stop tiring your six pounder, You hide it 
near whera they will attack* When the British are in 
the ditch, you unmask the gun and rake them with deadly 
fire. The British leave defeated. You are an Instant 
hevo. 

See Fl':ure ?7 and P9. 
Place battle markers. 



B14. BRITISH BATTLE CARD 

Fort Stephenson,, August 1st and 2nd^ 1813 , 

You are a British soldier , one of 60O of the 41st regiment. 
You come by gunboat to Fort Stephenson, to Join Tecumseh 
and his 2,000 Indians. You see five slx-pounders and a 
howitzer pound the fort for 24 hours. Three guns are moved 
closer. The walls are not breached, but the one fort gun 
is silenced* Procter sends Colonel Short with men to climb 
walls while 200 genadiers make a feint at the south wall. 
When your group is in the nch ready to climb the pickets, 
a hidden gun port Is opened «d a cannon rakes the ditch, 
killing or wounding almost al.: the attackers. In the night 
you crawl from the ditch, get to the boats and find a bottle 
of whiskey to help pass the time on the way back to Maiden. 

See Figure P7 and P9* 
Place battle marker. 



A15. AMERICAN SUPPLYING A FLEET 

Your name Is Daniel Dobbins , one of the best navigators 
on Lake Erie, Before the war you traded salt, whiskey, 
and furs. You suggested Presque Isle (Erie, Pa,) as the 
best harbor on the lake for shipbuilding. It is deep and 
large (eight square miles). It is also protected by a 
peninsula with a sand bar at the mouth so British ships 
cannot enu * to attack unfinished ships. (The French name 
Presque Isle meann "almost island," that is peninsula.) 
In September, I^U2, you are appointed a "sailing master" 
of the U,S, Navy* j'our Job, supply officer and purchasing 
agent, is a very difficult one indeed in a young industrial 
country with very bad roads. 

See map, Figure P19, 

Put village marker at Erie or Presque Isle, 



B15. BRITISH BUILDING A FLEET 

You are the master shipbui lder at Amher^jtburg . 
The fleets on Lake Erie are small, wooJen, sailing 
ships with 3, 2, or 1 mast*;. Wood cones frr^m tretjs 
near the lake; oak for ribs and planks; pine for 
spars and decks; and ash for oars. Since time was 
short, the wood was green and not aged properly. 
First, the keel (a backbone for stability) Is 
laid on blocks near the shore. Next, the U-shaped 
ribs are fastened along the keel. This skeleton 
of the ship is propped upright by stocks or supports. 

On map on P19, locate Erie and Maiden (Amherstburg) . 
See picture P18. 
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A16. AMERICAN SUPPLYING A FLEET 



B16 BRITISH BUILDING A FLEET 



You, Dobbins , get powder and nsval supplies from 
Buffalo, canvas and sails crom Philadelphia, but your best 
source of supplies is Pittsburgh, a smoky, industrial tcvn 
of 6,000 people, 130 miles south. Here are rope-walks, 
cotton and fulling mills, glassworks, metal shops and 
foundarles. Heavy materials can be shipped up the Allegheny 
River to French Creek in keel boats, if the water is high 
enough. Luckily, the water is unusually high. Water 
transportation is cheaper than overland, since roads are 
very bad. 

On Map, P19, locate Buffalo to NE, Philadelphia to SE, 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny River to South. 



You are a sayver . Planks are sawed from logs wich 
2-man crosscut saws. Planking, che skin of che ship, 
starts at the keel or bottom and works up to the bilge. 
Planks are thick, 8" wide, curved at the center and 
tapered at both ends. Ships are put together with 
handmade nails. Caulking (filling the cracks between 
the planks) make the ships watertight. Strands of 
cotton and oakum (tarred hemp) are forced into the 
cracks with a caulking hammer 

See pictures P18. 



A17 . AMERICAN SUPPLYING A FLEET 

You are Noah Brown , Superintendent of Construction 
at Erie. It is your Job to get the shipjoiners, 
caulkers, carpenters, sawyers, blacksmiths, and 
other workmen from New York, Philadelphia, Sackett's 
Harbor and Newport, a long difficult Journey. You 
have no trouble getting axeiren, sawyers and wagon- 
eers, but for others you must pay top wages: 
blacksmiths $2; ship's carpenters $1.75-$1.50; 
carpenters $1.25~$1.00; sawyers $1.50-$. 80; axemen 
$.62-$. 30 per day. You have good ideas and are 
fair and the men like you and work hard for you. 

On map P19, locate Philadelphia and New York to 
SE, Sackett*s Harbor at the east end of Lake 
Ontario. 



B17. BRITISH BUILDING A FLEET 

You are a craftsman helping to build ships for the British 
fleet. Deck beams are usually 12" solid oak timbers. 
Decks are solidly built to support heavy cannon. You must 
think of balance, especially as guns recoil. Lake ships 
must be shallow draft so they can get over sandbars and 
go near shore. Masts are made of pine logs 28" in diameter 
and 180 feet long. These are debarked, squared, made 
octagonal, then planed smooth and tapered at the top. 
A rule of thumb is that the diameter across the base of the 
mast, in inches, should equal the height of the mast in 
yards. Another way of figuring the height of the mast is 
that it should be three times the width (beam) of the ship. 

See Figure P18. 



A18. AMERICAN SUPPLYING A FLEET 

Your name is Oliver Hazard Perry . An even greater 
accomplishment than winning the naval battle wao getting 
the fleet built. You are in charge of the over-all 
operation. Although only 27 now, you've been at sea 
since you were 14. You served in the wars with the 
Barbery Pirates, oversaw the construction of gunboats 
on the New England coast, and commanded and trained 
'* crews for a fleet of 12 gunboats in the Atlantic. 
Your drive, organization, hard work and enthusiasm 
get the Job done successfully. 

See picture, Figure P13. 



BX8. BRITISH BUILDING A FLEET 

Sailors, like you, take over to bend the sails. The square 
rigging gives more speed but less maneuverability. Riggers 
attach the cordage (ropes) that support and control the 
aails. Hemp rope has the advantages of carrying great 
weight, not swelling in water, not losing strength when 
tarred, and being easy to handle. Stays are the ropes 
that secure the masts fore and aft. Shrouds secure the 
masts from side to side and are used as ladders to climb 
aloft. 

See Figure P15. 



A19. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD 
Queenston Heights, October 13, 1812 . 

You arc General Van Rensselaer , commander of the New York 
militia. It is eager to fight and mutinous of delays. 
You have almost 6,000 men from various units and decide 
to attack Queenston, which is at the foot of the rapids 
below the falls. Few boats, strong currents and darkness 
lead to confusion. One small group by an unguarded path 
reaches, takes and holds the heights. They wait for 
reinf orcementa, but the militia refuses to cross the river. 
Overwhelmed by regulars and Indians, the whole army 
surrenders. 

Locate Queenston, Figure P19. 
Place battle marker. 




B19. BRITISH BATTLE CARD 

Queenston Heights. October 13, 1812 . 

General Brock , arrive at Fort George eight days after 
taking Detroit. You are sure that the next attack will 
be along the Niagara River. You have 1,200 men spread 
along the entire length of the river. You hoar gunfire 
at Queenston, Jump on your horse, and ride alone to see 
what is happening. You inmediately take comuuxd and send 
for reinforcements. During an assault, you receive a 
fatal chest wound. When all seems lost. General Sheaf fe 
arrives with reinforcements from Fort George. The 
Americans are pushed to the top of the cliff. With no 
retreat or reinforcements possible, the American army 
surrenders. 

See Figure P19. 

Locate Queenston and Fort George. 
Place battle marker. 



A20. AMERT.CAN BATTLE CARD 

Fort George, May 27- June 24, 1813 . 

You, an American army officer , are participating 
in a combined army and navy assault on Fort George, 
major British fort on the Niagara River. The operation 
works 80 smoothly and the numbers of Americans are so 
overpowering, that the battle is soon won. The British 
general Vincent, convinced that he cannot hold the 
fort or the river, spikes the guns, destroys the 
ammunition, abandons the fort, and begins his retreat 
to the west toward Burlington Heights. For a while, 
the Americans hold the whole length of the Niagara 
River. 

On map. Figure P19, find the Niagara River, Fort 
George and Burlington Bay at the western end of 
Lake Ontario. 
Place battle marker. 



B20. BRITISH BATTLE CARD 

Fort George. May 27-June 24. 1813 . 

Although the Battle of Fort George and the abandonment of 
all fortifications along the Niagara River was a disaster, 
the following events have a happier ending for the British, 
mainly because of the courage of a youns Canadian ladv. 
You are Laura Secord . You live in Queenston along the 
Niagara River. You overhear American officers planning an 
attack on an important stronghold of the retreating 
British Acmy. You decide to warn the British commander. 
You start at dawn, circling through the woods to avoid 
American sentries. You walk 20 miles cross-country, cross a 
river, and arrive at dark at an Indian camp. Met by 
war-cries, you hide your fear and Insist on being taken to 
the British commander. The warning saves the Britsh from 
destruction. 



A21. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD 

Ships from Black Rock. June 6-19, 1813 . 

The battles along the Niagara River put the whole 
length of the river temporarily in American hands. 
Fort Erie was destroyed. Its guns had constantly 
threatened Black Rock, the American naval base across 
the river, preventing ships from sailing. You, 
Perry , are ^^ble to move five converted trading ships 
full of naval supplies from Black Rock to Presque 
Isle. A problem you overcame was the strong current 
of the Niagara River. It was very difficult for 
sailing ships to move against it. In order to move 
the ships to Lake Erxj, all yoursailors, 200 soldiers, 
and oxen weve employed for six days to pull them by 
ropa into Lake Erie. Luckily, you slipped past 
Barclay in a fog that descended on the lake. 

See Black Rock, Presque Isle, Figure P19. 
Move 5 ships. 



B21. BRITISH BATUE CARD 

Ships from Black Rock. June 6-19. 1813 . 

At least part of the final naval disaster is because of 
some serious personal errors on your part, British 
Captain Barclay . First, you didn't catch the five ships 
that slipped out of Black Rock Harbor on the 13th to 
Join Perry at Presque Isle. Second, you didn't attack 
Presque Isle. You could not persuade General Procter to 
supply you with troops. The harbor was poorly defended 
and easy to attack. Procter's soldiers and siege 
equipo" might have been used better against Presque Isla 
to destroy the bottled-up fleet than against Fort Meigs 
and Stephenson. 

See FlKuri P19. 

Find Buff lo. Black Rock, Presque Isle. 



A22. AMERICAN PREPARING FOR SEA 

Perry's fleet into Lake Erie, August 1-4, 1813 . 

The ships are completed and equipped. More seamen 
finally arrive. You, Perry , are angry at being bottled 
up in the harbor, blockaded by Barclay's fleet just 
outside. JMdenly, however, the British disappear anc* 
you move. You must first get the ships over the sandbar 
at the mouth of the harbor. The two biggest ships need 
nine feet of water to float. There is only four feet 
of water over the bar. You strip the ships of heavy 
guns. Your men rig a "camel," (flat scowa almost full 
cif water) , fastened on each side of the ship, when the 
water Is pumped out, the ship la raised enough to 
scrape over the bar. It took two days and nights to 
move the Lawrence, but only one day for the Niagara. 
The fleet is now in the lake ruady to fight. 

See Figure P18. 



''tl. ITISK PREPARING FOR SEA 
Pf rrv'j Fleet Into Lake Erie . 

One of the. really unanswered questions on the naval battle 
is why /ou, Barclay , left the blockade of Presque Isle 
and allowed Perry to haul his defenseless ships over the 
sandbar. Some say you became impatient of the 10 day's 
wait, or got Jow on provisions. However, Dobbins said you 
were Invited to a public dinner by Port Dover, a small 
village a little below LonK Point in Canada. Iti a toast 
you suy you expt«ct to find the Yankee brigs hard and fast 
on the bar at Krle when yot; return. It will be a small job 
tc destroy them. Unfortunately, when you return, the ships 
are i/lready In th« lake searching to destroy the British 
aa'ry. 

Sec. Figure P19 
Find Long Point. 
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A23. AMERICAN BATTLE OF LAKE BRIE 



B23. BRITISH THE BATTL£ OF LAK^i; ERIE 



September 10, 1813 . 

You are James Alexander Perry . Che 13-year old brother of 
the consnander of the fleet. Since you are planning to 
become a naval officer you are serving your brother as 
midshipman. This is the way that officers are trained in 
the American Navy. Your major duty during battle is to 
carry messages between the commander and other officers 
of the ship. "Sail Ho!" The call of the lookout tells 
you enemy sails have been sighted off Rattlesnake Island, 
There is a bustle of activity as the ship is readied for 
action and the anchor cable pulled in. Within 3 5 minutes 
all is ready and in quiet you tensely watch the two lines 
of ships draw closer. Battle order is: Scorpion, Ariel, 
Lawrence, Caledonia, Niagara, Somers, Porcupine, Tigress 
and Trippe. A cheer goes up as Perry raises his blue 
and white battle flag "Don't Give Up the Ship." The 
Detroit's first shot is short. The second goes through 
the bulwarks. The battle is Joined and becomes general. 

Line up ships as in Diagram 1, Figure P16. 
See Figure P14. 



September 10. 1813 . 

Tou are Barclay . It is a clear, bright morning with a light 
breeze when you leave Amherstburg harbor. Your 6 ships are 
newly painted and make a brave sight. When the enemy is 
sighted* you draw up a line and wait their ccroing. Your 
order of lina is: Chippewa, Detroit, Hunter, Queen Charlotte, 
Lady Prevost and Little Belt. The band strikes up 
"God Save the King." You have the veather gauge. It is 
to your advantage to keep the enemy at a distance where you 
can reach him with your long guns, and he cannot reach you 
with his short range carronades. Your strategy is to 
concentrate all possible fire on the Lawrence. 'Che battle 
becomes one of the most fierce ir* all the history of small 
sailing ships. 

Line up ships as in Diagram 1. 
Figure P16. 



A2A. AMERICAN SHIPS 



Ship 


Type 


Tons 


Crew 


Longguns 


Carronades 


Lawrence 


Brig 


260 


136 


2 


18 


Niagara 


Brig 


260 


155 


2 


18 


Caledonia 


Schooner 


88 


53 


2 


1 


Ariel 


Schooner 


60 


36 




0 


Scorpion 


Schooner 


60 


35 


1 


1 


Trippe 


Schooner 


50 


35 


1 


0 


Porcupine 


Schooner 


50 


25 


1 


0 


Tigress 


Schooner 


50 


27 


1 


0 


Somers 


Sloop 


65 


30 


1 


1 



Square-rigged ships were faster and easier to handle in 
bad weather. A fore-aft rig could sail closer to the 
direction of the wind and didn»t have to tack so often. 
Tons indicate how much cargo the ship could carry. One 
ton filled AO cubic feet of hold space, (Adapted from 
Battle of Lake Eric. - Dodge). 

Compare totals of tons, crev, and guns of the American 
and British shipa 



B24. BRITISH SHIPS 

Ship Type Tons Crew Longguns Carronades 



Detroit 


Ship 


300 


150 


17 


2 


Q. Charlotte 


Ship 


200 


126 


3 


14 


L. Prevost 


Brig 


96 


86 


3 


10 


Huntar 


Brig 


75 


A5 


8 


2 


L. Belt 


Sloop 


60 


18 


3 


0 


Chippewa 


Schooner 


35 


15 


1 


0 



Ships are 3*masted, Brigs are 2-masted. Both are square- 
rigged; that is, sails are crossways to the length of ship. 
A Schooner is 2-masted; fore and aft rigged with triangular 
sails parallel with the length of the ship. 
A Sloop is 1-masted. It may be rigged either way, but her 
commander is less than a captain. (Adapted from Battle of 
Lake Erie — Dodge) . 

Compare totals of tons, crew and guns with American ships. 



iVMERlCMT SHIP*S VE'?.SOtf,U'L 



B25. BRITISH SHIP'S PERSONNEL 



You are ff li eutenant it;ai->on/jl>J.ft fci- 'he starboard 
carronades, T'l -^se arc I>'^ foo*; ^/ nn, aometimes called 
"flmashCTa" by the enemy oecunTC: oi the large jagged 
hoU they could make in nclid oak. Besides the 32-lb 
iron ball, this cannon can fire quilted bags of grapeshot 
(cannisters of pellets), that explode like a shotgun 
blast, and leather bags of langrage (sharp bits of metal), 
that cut ropes and rails. Most (39) of the American 
guns are carronades. The British have only 28, You must 
be very close, within 330 yards. 

At tha bow of the ship there are two 12-* lb long guns, 
or ''chasers." These fire a smaller ball but have a 
greater range, from 800 to 1600 yarda, Americans have 
only 15 of these guns to the British 35. 



See picture, P14. 



ERIC 
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You are a " powder monkey ." You are 11 years old. Your 
Job is to. get a cartridge from the gunner's mate in the 
hold to each gun crew. Tha cartridge is the size and 
shape of a fireplace log, covered witli flannel cloth and 
filled with coarse black powder. You run as fast as bare 
feet can go. You watch the crew haul the gun in, sponge 
the bore, ram your cartridge down the bore, followed by 
the shot, A wad of rope holds the charge In piece. The 
touchhole is primed with fine powders. The covering of 
the cartridge is torn. The muzzle is run out the gunport, 
A slow match makes the explosion that forces the gun to 
recoil backwards with great force. You are careful never 
to atand directly behind the guns for this reason. 

See picture P14, 



A26. AMERICAN THE BATTLE OF LAKK ERIE 



R26. BRITISH THE BATTLE OF LAKE ERlE 



September 10, 1813 . 

You are a gunner . Vou load and fire as fast as 
you can. The air is filled with, anioloe. The noise 
is such that you do not regain your hearing for 
a year. The man next to you has his legs shot off. 
At one point you think you are blinded when a man s 
brains cover your face. Oiie enemy shot hit a gun, 
which exploded, woundl;:g all near it; one man is 
peppered with bits of metal from his chin to his 
knees. Eight percent of the crew is dead oc wounded. 
Of the 19 still functional, only nine are seamen. 
Rlggxng is shot away, the sails are in shreds, the guns 
dismounted. The Lawrence is a wreck, strewn with dead 
and wounded bodies. 

See Figure Pl^. 



September 10, 1813 . 

You are a British officer . It is difficult Co weigh 
the factors that can win the battle. You have fewer 
ships, of less tonnage, and of much less fire power, 
but they are pnbably stronger and better built than' 
the American ships. You have a commodore and two 
captains, compared to two captains on the American 
side. As commander you have more experience than 
young Perry. The Americans have a slight edge on the 
number of seamen, but many are ill. Their gunners 
have had more recent practice and perhaps more 
ammunition. Overall, then, you have about 2/3 of 
the strength of your opponent. The quality of the 
fighting will determine the outcome. 



See Figure P15. 



A2V. AMF.RICAN THE BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE 
S eptember 10, 1813 . 

You, Perry , turn the phip over to the wounded Yarnall. 
Ycu take your brother, the battle flag, and four crewmen 
inno a boat and row to the Niagara. Although a standing 
tar«L»t: for British marksmen, you arrive safely.- Its 
not known whether Elliott of the Niagara held back because 
of a "flukey" wind, a strict obedience to orders to stay 
one-half cable length from the Caledonia, or resentment 
of you. Under your command, the Niagara now moves 
through the British line, giving dreadful double-ahott<^d 
broadsides as she passes. The Q. Charlotte and the 
Detroit become entangled. L. Prevost loses her rudder. 
Other American ships move in. 

Move ships as in Diagrams 2 and 3, Figure P16. 
See picture. Figure P17 . 



B27. BRiriiiH THE BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE 
Sepie mb er 10, 1813 . 

The Detroit carries a mixture of guns from Fort Maiden. 
Of 19 guxjs, 6 are of different calibre. The complica- 
tions of iJT^munition supply in action can hardly be 
imagined. Many have no firing mechanisms and officers 
must fire pistols at the touchole. The greatest 
problem, however, is the loss of trained officers. 
^°"» Barclay , are wounded five tirnea. Your second in 
connnand is mortally wounded. Captain Finnis on the 
Queen Charlotte, second in command of the fleet, is 
killed very early. His first lieutenant is struck 
senseless by a splinter. After two hours, every 
officer and their seconds are either killed or so 
severely wounded that they have to leave the deck. 

See Figure P16. 

Move ships as in Diagrams 2 and 3. 



A 28. AMERICAN THE BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE 
Sflpterobor 10, 18y3 . 

You, VnV. e.r ParBons , surgeon, have be«n vary busy. Your 
Surgery .In small and unsafe. A young midshipman, who 
had ]nAt had a tournequet on his arm, was killed when 
a ball came into the dispensary and hit him in the chest. 
Another Just misaed your head as you bent over a patient. 
In all, six balls crashed into the room through the thin 
planks. Your first Job is to stop bleeding; second to 
amputate crushed arms and legs; third, to set broken bones; 
and finally, to care for other injuries. Since you are 
working alone, it takes you two days to patch up your 
own wounded, before you offer your services to the 
defeated enemy. You are proud that only three of your 
wounded die. You say that the fresh air, good food and 
victory helped them get well. 



B28. BRITISH THE BATTLE OK ;,AKE ERIE 
Sept emb f _10j_1^12 . 

The unmanageable ships, the deadly raking cannon 
fire, and the lack of officers lead the British 
ships, one after another, to run down their flags 
and surrender. The Little Belt and the Chippewa, 
which tried Ko make a run for it, nre chased and 
brought back by the Scorpion and the Trippe. Defoat 
is complete. You, Barcl ay, an d nn officer frcm each 
of the ships go to the Lawrence and, rhreadir.e^, your 
way among the dead and wounded, you offer youi sword 
to Perry. That evening men killed in batcid are 
buried at sea. The next dn> the damaged (.tviairouu 
limp back to Put-In-Bay, where the o^/Io-jTw ,.ie 
buried. You hear Perry 'c famouH mesengu. '*Ve iiavt^ 
met the enemy, and they avj cars.' 
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A29 . AMERICAN TOIJARD THE THAMES 
End of September . 

You are Captain Thtmas Sidney Jessup , ordered by the 
Secretary of War Ic March to prepare transport boats 
for an invasion of Canada. In a small yard on the 
Cuyahoga River at Cleveland, you build 65 small, narrow, 
flat-bottomed boats for $125 each. You worry that you 
(night be attacked before the boats can be finished. This 
doesn't happen, and you are able to deliver your craft 
at the mouth of the Portage River where the Army of the 
Northwest is collecting. Your boats and Perry's fleet 
transport the army and equipment in a series of island-* 
hopping steps. Finally, on the 27th, the final embarka- 
tion lands the army in Canada for the offensive that 
will end British eiid Indian threats. 



B29. BRITISH TOWARD THE THAMES 
End of Se ptember . 

Suddenly, unprotected by the fleet, your army's position at 
Amherstburg is impossible. Fort Maiden had been stripped 
of guns, ammunition, and food to help Barclay. Needed food 
and aupplies are 200 miles to the east. You, Procter , 
must surrender or retreat. You choose retreat^! DesTroying 
all you can of buildings and supplies, and sending off the 
women, children and heavy baggage in advance, you begin 
the march. You have 540 regulars of the A^st, almost 300 
militia, and about 500 Indians. The rouf:3 you choose is 
Along the Detroit River north to Lake St. Clair, then east 
along the Thames River. Autumn rains have made the roads, 
really forest tracks, almost impassible. 

See Figure PIO. 

Trace rou^e with game piece. 



A30. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD 
Battlfa of V 'names, October 5, 1813 . 

You are Cc/}. oxt^l R. M. Johnson , in charge of a mounted 
troop of Kiintucky riflemen under Governor Shelby. Harrison 
decides nn the unusual tactic of a cavalry charge through 
the woods. Kentuckian frontiersmen are probably the best 
in the world at such. Besides, they are relatives of men 
killed the Raisin River Massacre and are thirsty for 
re^'^nge. Harrison feels the tactic will be unexpected 
arid thus successful. Two charges break the line and scatter 
it. Fighting becomes one to one. You are wounded in the 
hip, thigh and hand. You shoot an Indian and collapse 
from loss of blood. The Indian may have been Tecumaeh. 

See Figures PIO and Pll. 



B30. BRITISH BATTLE CARD 

Battle of Thames, O-tober 5. 1813 . 

You are Tecumaeh. You are not told of the defeat of the 
fleet, but you notice preparations for retreat. You want 
to stand and fight. You feel contempt for Procter. You 
call him a dog running with his tail between his legs. 
V/hen he stubbornly continues, you have little choice but 
to iollow. You have long been committed to his cause. 
At Horaviantown he finally turns to fight. Two savage 
cavalry dashM turn into hand-to-hand fights. It is 
said that ycu, wounded, try to tomahawk Colonel Johnson and 
are killed by him. Some say Kentuckians make razor strap 
trophies of your skin. Others tell that you were buried 
in a secret grave by friends. The Indian's great leader 
is no more. 

See Figure PH. 



A31. AMERICAN BATTLE CARD 

Battle of Thames, October 5, 1813 . 

You are W il3,iam Henry Harrison , victorious general of 
the battle. The Americans had 15 killed and 30 wounded. 
The British losses were 18 killed, 26 wounded and some 
600 captured. The Indians left 33 dead on the field. 
After Tecumseh's death, they melted away^ nisver again to 
be a serious threat in the Northweof.. Horsemen followed 
escaping stragglers from the British army. Th«y found 
Prcctar's carriage abandoned ^ but ha mana^^ed to get 
away In the dark along n by-pach. For practical purposes, 
the war in the Northwest: is over and won. 

See Figure PIO. 
Place battle marker. 



331. BRITISH RA.TTLE CARD 

Battle of Thames^ Qctob ar S , Ifln. 

You are General Procter, Everything has gone wrong. 
Your retreat path is cAogged with women, children, 
Indians, baggage. You didn't really think the enemy 
would follow, but Harrison's army ia snapping at your 
h«els. Your men are tired, hungry, cold, dispirited 
and resentful. You turn to fight. The Thames River is 
on« one side. A large swamp is on the other. A narrow 
swamp in the center divides the ground into two corridors, 
ft-^-y tc defend. Thundering cavalry charges cut your line 
and fire on your rear. Within five minutes, your men are 
surrendering. You in your carriage^ and a few of the 
4l8t escape. Fighting in the Northwest is over. 

See Figure Plo. 



A32. 

We fought the English for the right 
Of free men to be free, 
Against a strong foe's willful might, 
Impresament on the sea; 
And so we fought to keep alight 
Q The torch of liberty! 
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From New Orleans we drove that foe 

And Washington's burned site; 

Old Hickory was never slow 

For Indian lands to fight; 

And Erie's lake shall ever show 

The Stars and Stripes, proud, bright! 




GEN 
Rcvc 



ERIC 




53 



WlLl 



ERIC 



p 



c 



^ \ ^ 



V 



I 



■■I-''' 




/r 

/ > 




s 



/V 



ERIC 57 




OF DISTINGUISHED FAMILY 

Father and Uncles Served Tlieir Country Well 

P9 



-llaijes Libmij 




The river shown here, more properly called the 
Miami of the Lakes, is now called the Mauraee. 
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A roinaiulch 
decked otn i 
Ship'' flag fla^ 
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ortrait of Oliver Hazard Perry, Perry, seated upo 
I um-oro}^ seems rmaivarc of the huge ''Don't G 
\ behind hiv), (l^ibn^y^f Congress) 
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Map shows 
the battle. 



dispositiou of British and Afftericau squadrons at the beginning of 
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Map shows ship dispositions at approximately 2:00 p.m. 

Map shows positions of ships at about 2:50 p.m. 
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37- Lines of the Corvette SAjtATOUAt it $4. 

Chapelle says this plan of a ship built later by Noah Brown, although 
bigger, Is probably very similar to the ones built for Perry at Presque Isle 
or Erie, for which plans do not seem to exist. 

Note that three views are given. 1. The cross-cut end view (note the shallow 
draft). 2. The side view. "3. One-half of the top view. 
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REPORT, OR MANIFESTO 



REPORT. 
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CAUSES AND REASONS 
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\m m GREAT BRITAIN, 
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HOUSE OF RliPKESENT\TlVES 



THE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN RELATIONS. 



JUNL 3, 1812. 
Read, and ordered to lie on llic table, 
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77/f mmiike on fowip rflatm to whom wm 
rejcmi! iht mrmffc of the president of the 
United States^ of the ist of Jnm^ 1812, 

RKi'ORT,... 

THAT lifter the cx|)cricncc which ihe United 
Slalfs liiivc hiid of the great injustice of the Drjiish 
govtriinicnt towards ihcm, exemplified by so many 
acts of violence and oppression, it will be more diffi- 
cult to jnslii'y to the inip.irii.il world their patient for* 
beumiicf, tluni llic ineiisures to which it has become 
ncccsiiary to resort, to avenge the wrongs and vindi* 
cale tin: rights and honor of the nation. Your com* 
millec are happy to obstrvt, on a dispassionate view 
of the conduct of the United States, diat they see in 
it no cause for censure. 

If a long Ibrlii arancc inidtf injuries ought ever to 
be considered a virtue in anv nation, it is one which 
pi'culiarly becomes the United States. No people 
ever had stronger motives to cherish peace; none 
have ever cherished it with greater sincerity and ze,d. 

Hut the period has now arrived, when the United 
States ninsi support their character and station among 
the nations of llic earth, orsnlimit to the most shame- 
ful degradation, I'drbnranci' lias ceased to be a vir- 
tue. Wnr on the one siile, and peace on the other, 
I Js a siinatiiiii as i uiiiiins as it is disgraeeliil. The mad 
^ ainbiiiuii, die lust of power and coniincrcial avarice 
Jl of Great Briiaiii, arrogating to herself Ihe complete 
dominion of the ocean, and exercising over il an un> 
bonn|l)(|] and lawless tyranny, have left to neutral 
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nations an alternative only between the base surrender 
of their rights, and a manli vindication of them. Hap* ' 
pily for the United States their destiny, under the aid 
of Heaven, is in their own hands. The crisis is for. 
midablc only by theii love of peace. As soon as it 
becomes a duty to relinquish that situation, danger 
disappears. They have suffered no wrongs, they 
have received no insults, however great, for which 
they cannot obtain redress. 

lilorc than seven jciirs iiave elapsed, since the com- 
ncnccinent of this system of hostile iiggrcssioii by 
the Hrilish |;overnniciil, on die rights and interests of 
the United States. The manner of its commence, 
m'eiit was not less hostile than die spirit with wliicli it 
has been prosi'culed. The United States have inva. 
riabty done every thing in their power to preserve the 
relations of friendship with Great Britain. Of this 
disposition dicy gave adistinguislied proof at the mo. 
nieni when they were made tiic victims of an opposite 
policy. The wrongs of llie last war had not been for- 
gotten .It the eorimcncenicm of the present one, 
They warned us of dangers, against wliich it was 
sought to provide. \s early as the year 1804, the 
minister of the Unit d .States at Lnndon was instruct, 
cd to invile the liiitish unvernmeiit to enter into a 
negotiation on all \k points on wliich a coHision 
might arise between the two countries, in the cniirse 
of the war, and to propose to it iin arrangement of 
iht'ir claims, on fair and reasonable condiiinns. The 
invitatiuu was accepted. A negolialinn h.id commcii. 
ccd :nid was depending, and nulliing had occurred to 
cxciie a dmibt that it wonkl not tirniinate '.o the sa. 
tisi'aeliou uf both the parties, it was at this time, and 
under tliefe circu instances, that an attaek was made, 
by surprise, on an important braiicli of the Aiiiericaii 
commerce, which all'ecied every part of the United , 
Stales, and involved many of ilieir citizens in ruin. 

The commiTC',' on which this attack w,\s so iinex. 
pcctcdiy made, was that between the United States 
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andthc'colr > v: France, Spain and other enemies 
of Great lin .ih. A commerce just in itself ; sanc- 
tioned by tir .'y/itiiple of Great Britain in regard to 
the trade with licr own colonics ; sanctioned by a so. 
lemnact between the m governments in the last 
war ; and sanctioned by the practice of the British 
government in the present war : more than two ] cars 
having then elapsed, without any interference with it. 

The injustice of this attack could only be equalled 
by the absurdity of the pretext alleged for it. It was 
pretended by the British governnu'nt, that in case of 
war, her enemy had no right to iiiodil'y its colonial re* 
gulations, so as to mitigate the calamities of war mk 
iiihiibiiaiils of its colonies, This pretension, peculiar 
to G. Briiaiii, is utterly incompatible uitli the rights 
of sovereignty in every independent slate. If we re. 
cur to die well establishid, and universally ndniiileil 
law of nations, wc shall find no sanction !o it in that 
venerable code. The sovereignty of every state is 
co-cxtcnsive with its dominions, and cannot be abro- 
gated, or curtailed in its rights, as to any part, except 
!)y coiiqiicbt. Neiiiral nations have a right to trade 
to every portof eitlii r belligerdit, wliirli is not legal, 
ly blockaded ; and in all artir.les winch are not con. 
Irabaiid of war. Siic'i is the abiiiirdity of this pre- 
(ension, that your cuinmiltee are aware, especially af- 
icr the able maimer "in uhicli it has been heretofore 
refuted and exposed, that they would oiler an insult 
to the iiiiderslaiidiiigof the lioiise, if they enlarged on 
it; and if any thing fonid add to tlie higli sense of tlie 
injnsticc of the Briii^li government in this transaction, 
it would be the contrast which her conduct exhibits 
ill regard to this trade, and in regard to a similar trade 
by neutrals, with her oiin cnlonies. It is known to 
I lie woild iliat Great Britain regulates licr own trade, 
in war and in pe;ire, at home and in her colonies, as 
she lliiils lor her interest \ iliat in war she rel:iNcs ilu: 
resliaiiit - of her eoloiiiiil sys'- in in liivor of tlie colo- 
nics, and that it never was suggested that she had nut 
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a right to do it ; or that a nniiral in taking advantage 
oftlirrdiixiiiion viohiiul a billigercnt right of her 
enemy. But wi:h Orent liiiiain every thing is law. 
ful. It is only in a trade with liir enemies, ihat ihc 
United States ean do wrong: wiih them nil trade is 
unlawful. 

In the year 1793 an attack was made by the Uri- 
tish governmnu on the same branch of our neutral 
trade, which had iiciirly involved the two countries in 
war. That (liirciince liowcvtr was amicably ac.com' 
inodatcd. Thi |)rettnsion was withdrawn and ri-pa- 
ration made to thy Uiiiiid Stales for the losses which 
they had sullircil by it. It was fair to inlit from 
that arrangement, that ik coniiiicrct was dei mid by 
the lirilisli government lawful, and that it would not 
be again dislui bed. 

Had the IJritish govcrnmenl been resolvid to eon? 
test this trade wiih ni'Utrals, it was due to the cliarac* 
ter of the lirilisli nation that the decision should 
be made known to the ({ovcrnmeiit of the United 
Stales. Thf cxisiniee of a iiigotiatidii which had 
bei'ii invited by onr govcrnn)i.'iii, for the piiriiiise of 
jireveniing dilRrciices, by an amicable arriiiigtmciit nf 
their rcsiiietivc indeiisions, [(.ivf a strong ebiiii to 
the iiiiiiliciiliDii, while ii MmU\ ilii f.iirest iippdrtniii* 
IV fur it. lint a vcrv (lilliTriii iidiicv animaicd (he 
then cibiiiel of ['.nglaiid. (ieiiermh sintinkiils uero 
unknown to it. The liberal coiilidence and frimdly 
overtures of ilie Uiiiled States were t.ikeii adviuitagc 
of to ensnare them. Sicady to its oiirpuse and iiillex- 
ibiy hostile to this country, the lirilisli goveriniieiit 
calmly, looked forward to the moment ulicn it mii;ht 
give the must diadly wound to our imeresls. A 
trade, just in itself, which was secured by so many 
.strong and sacred pledj^es, \\'as cuiisidereil sale, Our 
citizens, wi!h their usual indtistry and enterprize, had 
embarked in it a vast |)r(i|)oriiiiii of iheir shijipiiig and 
of thi'ir eajiiial, w liieli were at sea under no utlu r pro- 
tection than the law of iiaiioiis, and the coiilidviice 
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which they reposed in the justice and friendship of 
the British nation. At this period the unexpected 
blow uas given, iMany of otir vessels were seized, 
canied into port and condemned by a tribunal, which, 
while it prolesses to respect the law of nations, obeys 
the mandate of its own governimiit in opposition to 
all law, lluii(]rtds of other vessels were driven from 
the ocean, and the Jrade itself in a great measure sup- 
pressed. 

Tluf ell'ect produced by iliis attacl' )ii the lawful 
commerce of the Uiiiied Stmes, was suiii as might 
havi been expected from a virinoiis^ independent, and 
liii^hl) iiijiirid people, lint one sei.iimeni pervaded 
the uliole American niilioii, No local intervsiii whk 
regaidid, no sordid niijiives felt. Wiiliout looking 
to the parts which snllered most, the iiiv.isioii of our 
rights was considered a Lominon cause, and lioin rjiic 
csiieniily of our union to the other was heard the 
voice of an uniled people, calling on their ijinern. 
ment to avenge tluir wrongs, aiid vii.dicaie die ii:;lits 
and honor of iheconnirv, 

I'idin this periml the lirilisli government has gone 
oil ill a continued cncioachmeiit n the rights and in- 
• tere>tsof the U, Slates, disregardicg in course, in 
manv insiances. olil iviioiis whiih li.ivc heretofore 
been htlilsacreil bv ■ ' i'' cl n.i tioiis. 

in May, 18()(i, li" ' * last i ,' the continent 
from ihe 'Klbc to Ih-i i"i i isive, was declared to be 
in a state of bind: ,;iv. l\, liisact, the well cstab. 
liiJidl principl'' . di'. I. of nations, principles 
whiiii have si'r\, , dv ; i.'i h guides, and lixed the 
bonndiiry IicUvk" (In )f billigereiilh and iieu- 
trals. Were viola' I. In in ■ w of nations, as recog. 
iiized by 0. lirii; y Ik ,.o blockade is lawful nn. 
less it lie siistaiiit . 'u' ii application of an ade';intc 
Ibree; and iliat a, ^ ,aite lorce was applic/- ;.) this 
l)l(ick;!dc, in iis lin, Jeiit, oiii;lil not to be pn ieiiilrd. 
W'bi'ther (i. Hriiaii; r,\y able to mainiain f e . so 
exluis've a bl'irkadc, roiisiileriin!; the WJ »n wl-ii'; 
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she is tnjjaged, rcniirinf; sucli extensive naval opera, 
lions isa (|iicMit)ii \iiiicli it is not iicci'ssjin at this time 
toixaniiiic, llissiillimitlobc known that sucli fmcc 
WW HOI applied, 1111(1 ihiii', eviilciil i'mtii the terms of 
ihu blodiifli' Itself, by uiiinh, (;otiip;ir,iiivrl)', iin in. 
coiisi(hi:il)li: portion nf tlie cnst only, w;is (li.cliiral 
to be ill a stale ol strict and ii);or(nis blockade. The 
objection to the lupiisiire is not {'iininished by that 
cifciiiibiaiice. Jf the force was not applied, the block- 
ade ua,s iiiilawfnl, from U'li'jiC'ver cause llie fiiilnrc 
iiiiglit proceed. The brlliqereiit ivhoinsiiiiitesilic 
IjIiii kade caniiol uhsolve ilself Ironi the oli|iii;aii')n V) 
apph lilt I'iree, niider any pretext iviuiever. For ii 
l)ilh|;ueiii t'l n bhicbde "lii'ii ii could not 
. iii:iiniiiiii, niili a \ iciv to absolve ilself Iroiu llie (ilili. 
i^aiioiiiuiniiiii.iin it, would be a ixlinenii'iii in injiib. 
lice iioi less illslll!^l^,' to llic nndeistandiujftliau re. 
|)(i|;ii.iiit to the law of nalioiis, To claim merit fur 
ihe initi[;atioti ol an evil uhich the party eiiluT had 
not the power, or found it inconvenient lo irJIict, 
umild lie a new mode of ciicruaeliiMi^ on iirfal 
iif;li!b. Ymir uiinmiltie think ii just in rciiuik, ilial 
this act ol the iiriii'-li |;overmneiit dues noi :ip. 
pear to have been adopted in tlie.sciiM' in uhicli 
it lias been Miie.ecoiistni'd, Oil cniisider.ilinn iij 
the ciieiiinsi,iii''es :illeiiilici; llie nie.isnri', .md pirli. 
cidarly the eluracter of the (li'liii}{ui>.lied sia:t sin:iii 
wliOiiiiiioiiiiced it, \\x are p'-rsiiaded that it was con. 
ai\ed in a spirit nl eoiicilialioii, and iiiiendid lo lead 
til an iiccomniiidaiiniiof all diUcrenresbriuvin the 
Ur.ited States and Great liiitain. flis deaili disap- 
pointed that hope, and the act has since become 
.subservient to nthtr ii'-fposi:;, It has been made 
by iiis bucccssnrs a pieiext lor that vast sysleiii of 
Uiiiirpalidi), wliiidi has lim|; oppressed and harras* 

sed otir conimerce. — ^ 

The next act of lln' Briiisli goveniinciit 
claims oiiralleiitiiiii, is die oidu ofconiicil of Janua- 
ry 7, IBDi, by ivliicli neutral powers arc pioliibiicd 
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Iradinp from one port to another of France, or her al. 
lies, or any oilier cnunlry wiib which 0. britain mi jit 
not freely trade, lly this order the prctdision ct 
t'lai'd, heretolorc disclaimed ny every odier \m>j, to 
prohibii neiilrals disp(toni({ of parts of ilieir carj^ow 
r.! (lilfereiit porls of ihe same enemy, is revived, and 
'•ilh vasi accmiiiilaiioii of injury. Kvery enemy, 
however (Treat the niimhcr, or distant from tacli oiher, 
is considered one, and the like trade even with pow. 
crs lit peace with I'lnj^land, who, from motives ol po. 
licy, hail excluded or restraiiii'd her coiiiiiierce, uas 
akpii.liibiKd. Ill this act, the llrhisb i^overnmcnt 
evidently disclainnd all rr^;ard for neutral riijhts. 
Auare ilial ihr measures aniliorizid by il, eould 
liiid no pretext, in any belli)rer'.ait rij^htl none was 
iiff;al. To prohibii the sale of oiir produce, rrmsist. 
iiii; of iniioreiii arlieles, at any port f»f a billiijerent, 
not hlockadid ; to consider every bellij^creiil as one, 
aii(lMil)jM;i iiciilraK to the same res'.raiiii;, with allai 
if there wasbiil one, were bold eiicroachmaits. lint 
t'l les'.ram, or in any manner interk ic wiilionr com. 
iiierce willi iieuiial nalioiis. uiili whom Great liritaiti 
was at peaa.aiid against whom she had iiojiistilialjle 
canst; ol war, lor the sole reaviii iliat they reslraintcl 
'ir i!:i liide(l Imm their port^, Ikt ciaiinKTo;, wasut. 
III!} iiiconipaiible uiili liie p.nallc leLitiuiis subsist, 
lirtwieii thenioiiiiiniiiis. 
We p oceed to hiniir iiiio view the Hi ilisli older in 
omiicil nf November II, IHd", snper.vdcd 
nei) oilier order, Jiiil eiiiiMiniinaled iliat syMnn of 
lieMiiily on the commerce of the Unikd Siaiis, uhieli 
has lieeii since so steadily pursued. By llir, older all 
['niice and lier allies, and ever) other couiilry ai 
with Great Britain, or with which she was noi .it war, 
from which the lirilislillai; was cNcliuled, and all the 
colonies of her enemies, weie siibjeiied to \\\<' vmie 
UMiii'iions.asifthey were aciiialh bloeUded niilic 
iimststnci and ri|;oii)ii!, iii,niiier; aild ,ill liailemar. 
titles, the prinluce and iiiiiiiiil.iclnre of the saidcuini. 
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trlc<i anil cojonics, and \k vessels engaged in it, were , 
siibjcctfd li) capiiirt ar.d condcninaiion as lawful » 
prixt. To diii order ceriain exceptions were made 
\vliic|i u'C iorbcar to notice, because tliey were not 
adopted from a regard to neutral rights, but were die. 
laud by policy to promote the comnitrce of Kn- 
giaiid,and so far as 1 1 ley .related to neutral powt-rsi 
\V( rc said to .emanate from the clemency of tlif Bri. 
tisli i^overnnient. 

It would MiperiliKiiis in your connniitec to slate, 
that hy this order llie llrilisli ^^ovcinmnil ilcclired 
(lircet and \mm. uar .i};ai[ist llir United Sijiis. 
Till doininich of thv ocean was coniplcliiy UMii|i( (l 
by ii,:dlcomnii'rr.r firinddin, andnrry Ri^diivm 
from il, or subjected to 'capture and cundcnin.ilioii, 
which did noi suliservc the policy of ilie liiiiisli |;o- 
veriiiiu'ut by p'lyiuf^ it a tribute imd !;ailin!; nndi r ils 
sanction, Kmin ihii period die Uuili'd Stairs have 
iiieiiricd llie hiavicM lossrK, and most inortifyiii;; liii- 
tniliiiiioiis. They liavc borne the calamities of war 
I tiiilinui ivtortiii); ihein on ilsalnllor^■ 

S-i far your ei)iiiniii;ee lias prt'senlod m tli'' v;i;\v of 
the ImuM', the aj;i,'ressions which bivc bini cuniniil. 
ted undiT ilic aiitlinriir of llie Uiiiisli i^'uvi inniint 
(III llie imnni'. rci' of ilie United Sians, W'l: wiil 
iiowprniMil l(t ollitr wrnii|;s wliiiii liivr hnn Mill 
more sevi rely ft It. \\m^ iIi' M' ii^ ili: iniprcssnuiil 
of tuir seiinii'ii, a practice which has Iwn niiccisi'ii:. 
iy niaiiilaiiied by Orcat Dritaiii in the wars to « liicli 
Mil has ban a' party since our revoliiiioii. Viiiir 
couiiniiiti ciinnot convey in adeipiate kriiis ilii' (ktp 
sense which ihry ciilerlniii of the injihiiee mid op- 
pressiiiii of this procirdiii,:;. Uiidrr the pretest of 
im|)iessiii|,' British seamen', our fellow eiiizeiis are 
seized in British ports, on the \%\\ seas, and in every 
odurcpLirter to which the British power exieiids; arc 
lakt II (III board British men of w.ir. ;iii(l ronipiiled to 
serve lliereas Biiiisli suhjenls. In lliis iiMth; our 
fitizens iirc wantonly sua!' Ii. il [rmii lifir eininiry and 
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their fitnilies i deprived of their liberty atid doomed 
loan i|;noniiiiious and slavish bondage ; eonipilkd 
to light the battles ui' a iureign counlry, and ijidn to 
perish in them. Our ilfl|{ has given them no protec 
tiotii it has been unceasingly violated, and our ves> 
■scis exposed to danger by the loss of the men taken 
from tlieni. Your committee need not remark diat 
while this practice is conliiined, il is impossible for 
the United Stales to consider themselves nii iiulc* 
pendent nation. I'lvery new case Is a new proof of 
thrir degiadaiioii. Its eoniiniiance is !lie more iin* 
jiistiliiible, because the United Slates have ri.peatedly 
|)ropi)se(l to the British government an 'arrani;tineiit 
which would seciiri! to it the ciiiitioul of its own peo* 
pit. All exeiiipiion of the vMzm uf the Uiiiied 
Stales from this degrading oppression, and their (lag 
from violation, is all that iliev have soin^lil. 

Tills huvless tuiste of our trade, and irpially iinlaw* 
fill impressment of our seaineii, have been much ag* 
gravated by the insults and indignities aiieiiding them. 
L)ii(b die pretext of blockading lln liarborsof rraticc 
and her allies, British M|uadriiiis have been stationed 
on our own (:0:1st, to watch atid atiiioy our own trade. 
To give clliT.i to the blockade ol Kiiropean ports, the 
pons and haibor'> uf the U. States have been block- 
aded. In exuaitiiii; these orders of the Biiiisli go* 
veriiiiieiit, or in obeying the spirit which was known 
to animate it, the conunanders of these stpiadroiis 
have encroached on our jiirisdietiun, seizid our ves* 
<;iis and carried into eil'eet impressments within our 
limits, and done oihif acts of great injustice, violence 
btid oppression. The Utii'ed Stales have seen with 
tiiiiigled indignation and surprise, that these acts in. 
Mend of procuring to the perpetrators the piiiiialiiiii'iit 
due to unauthorized criiiu's, have not lailed lorecoin. 
bend tliem lotlie lavor of their government. 

Whether the Biilish i;overnnu'iit has coiitrihiiled 
by aelivc miasiiies to excite against iis the hostility 
. ol the savage tiiU's on our Irciiiiers, ycur committee- 
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arc not dispoted to occuny much time in , investigat* 
ing. Certain indications of general notoriety may 
supply the place of authentic (locumcnts,' thouf!;li ihe^e 
]\m not been wanting to estaliliiih the fiict in m\i 
instances. It is known that symptoms of liritish hos. 
tiiiiy towards the United States have m-vtr failid to . 
produce corresponding symptoms among those ti ibes. 
It is also well known that on all such occusiiins, dijiin. 
dant supplies of the ordinary nitinitions of war have 
been alibrdcd by the agents of British commercial 
. companies, und even from British garrisons, where, 
vith they were enabled to commence tli:i: system of 
savage Wiirfarc on our fromiers, which has ban at all 
tinu-i indiscriminate in its elft ct, on ail a.i^es, sixes and 
conditions, and so revolting to Inmianiiy. 

Your committee would be mticli gratified if they 
could close licre tlie detail of British wrongs; but it 
is their duty to recite another aet ol still greater malig. 
jiily,ihaii any of those which have been already broiii^lit 
to your view. The attempt to diMiieniher our union, 
and overdirow our excellent constitution by a secret ' 
mission, the object of \vhii;h was to foment di^coii. 
tents and excite iiisiirrt eiioii a[;iiinsl the coiistiiuicd 
amlioriiies and laws of the naiion, as hitely disclosed 
by the ageni eni|iloycd in it, allbrds full proof that 
there is no bound to the hostility of llie llriti>,!i go- 
veriiineiit towards the United States ; no act, how. 
ever unjijsllliable, wliieli it would not coinniii to ac. 
ciimplish their ruiti. This atteni|it csciles the greater 
liorror, from the consideration that it was made while 
the United States and Great Britain were at peace, 
and an amicable negotiation was depending lictween 
lliem for the accummudaiion of tlitir dill'ereiiees, 
tliroiigli public ministers regularly authorized for the 
pirpose. 

The United Stales have beheld with unaanipled 
forbeannei, this continued series of hostile eiieroaclip 
ineiits on ilieir rights and interests, in tlu' hope, tli^t 
yiildiiii; 'otlic force ol friendly reinonstraiiees, often 




repeated, the British government might adopt a more 
just policy towards them; but thai hope no longer 
exists. They have also weighed impartially the lea- 
sons which' have been urged by the British govern, 
nieiii in vindication of those eiicroachmciiis, und 
, tbunil ill them neither justification nor apology. 

The British government has alleged iir vindicatioa 
of the orders in council, that they were resortal to as 
a retaliation on tVaiice for similar aggressions com- 
milted by lier on our neutr: ' i iile with the British do. 
nni.ions. But how has i is | 'm been siipporiul? 
The dates of Biitisli a. ':\ xli a({gressioiis arc 
Well known to the world, l licir orit^iii'and proi^rcss 
have been iiiaikul wi;h too i\i(le;niddehli!i(;iivi''u 
waste of the property of (jiir fellow citizens, to have 
been li)igi)tieii. The decree of Berlin of NoveiiilK r 
:Hst, 1«06, was ilie lirst aggu'isiim of Fiance in the 
present war. I'.igliteiii moiillis had then elapsed, af, 
ter the attack made by Grent liritiiin on our neiinal 
trade with the colonies of Franee and her allies, and 
six nioiitlis from the date of the iimeliniatiijii of .\Iai', 
lljUli. Kven on the Vih of January, )8(i7, the date 
oi iliu first British order in e.omicil, so short a term 
bad eliphid alter the Berlin decree, that it was liaidly 
possible that the iiiltlligenet of ilhlionki have reach, 
id the United vSlates. A retaliaiinii \\\k\\ is to pro. 
duee its illeci, by operating on a neutral power, mk 
not I,) be resorted lo 'till the neutral liadjnstiliaf'it, 
by a culpable ac(piiesceiice in the uiilawliil act of the 
Other belligerent. It (iii|;ht to be deliyal imiil nftf,- 
Mifiieieiit lime had been alloived lo the neutral tu ri. 
liionstratc agaiiisi the measures complained of, to re. 
ceive an answer, and to act on it, wliidi had not lieeii 
done in the present iiibiaiiCL'. And when die order 
of Nijvember nth was issued, it is well known that 
u minister of I'raiiee had declared to the niiiir.ler pie- 
jiipoteiiiiary of the United States ai I'aris, that ii was 
nut iiiteiiili il that the (kvree of Berli'i hliunid apply lu 
(he United States, !t is ti|ually will kiioi'.n that no 
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American vessel had llitn liec ii condemned under it, 
or seizure km irudo, widi wiiirh die Briiish i^ovrn. 
mi'ni was acqiiuinit d. The fuels pi ovc inconicslihly 
that the nuMsiircs of France, however iiiijiislili;iblc in 
themselves, were noihiiig more ih;ni « preicxi for 
tliose of Kn|;l;ind. And of the insiiHicinicy of iliat 
prcirxt, am|ilc proof has already hccii alfurdcd liy the 
Briiibh gnvernmeiil itself, iiiid in iIk; most iniprossivt 
ibrni. Allliou|,'h it was dcclaral iliat the orders in 
council were rrtaliatcy v i; I' raiicc for her decrees, it 
was ii!v viriared, ?:ul i'l '.lii' orders tlienisi'h'es, that 
oWiH^' l(. t. iSijperiorit)- nf the Briiish navy, l)y wliich 
llie flo'ls (•» I'ranceaiui her allies were confm;;! wilh- 
ill ilu'ir own ports, tlit French ;!i":f«'s consifliT' 
cd only .is cnip'y ihieals. 

It is 110 jibliliciiioii of lii: nvrji^'s of one pfiucr, 
that ihL' like mc c.iniiiiitlrd by aiioihcr ; nwr 
the fact, \< file, lo iia\c been urged by eidier, as it 
conkl aiTord no proof of its love of jiislice, of its 
magiiaiiiiuiiy, or even of its coiir;ige, ii is ino.'e wor. 
tIivdiei{OvcriiMieiitof ii i^'rea: iiatiuii lo rriii.vc lhii« lo 
a^saii the injured. Nor can a rrin tiiimi nf die v ajfi 
h\- another power rejiairtlic violated li^liis or wnind. 
cil liOi;ar of the ioiored party. An niter iniiliility 
aliiiie to iCMSi, eoiikl jiislily a (piiii Mirreiidcr "f our 
Ti.;iii>, and dei;r;idiii.i{ siilimis ion in llic wili of 
others. To that Loiidilinii the United St:i!cs are not 
reduced, nor du they fear it. Tiiat they ever con. 
sciitcd to discuss with ciilitr power die misconduct 
of the odier, is a proof of their love of pe ire, of their 
moderation, and of the hope which ili-.y still indulged, 
' that li'ieiidlv appeals to just and t;('ni'roiis sentiineiits 
would not he made to them in vain. H'jt the mo- 
tivc was mistaken, if their forbearance was iinpnied 
f ithcr to die want of a just sensibility to ihtir wrong's, 
or a determination, if snitabk: redress was not oliiain- 
rd, to resent tlicin, The lime has now arrived "■lieii 
(his system of reasonin,!; must eease. It would he 
irisultiiii; to repeat it, It would be de[;r,uliR|; lo lifa' 
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■ ill The United Slates must act as an indepcndetit 
nation, and assert their rij^hts, and avcn|{i' their 
wrongs, according lo their ouiu'slim.iti: ol iliem, 
will, the pariy who commits them, holding itrespon. 
sihie for its own misdeeds, unmitigated by Ihosc of 
aiiuiher 

For the dilferciice made between Great Britain ,iiid 
France, by the applicaiioii of thenon-imporiatioiiaet 
against Knglahd only, the motive has beeiiaheady 
too olid\ explained, and is loo well known to rt'(|uirc 
huthiT illiisiratioii. In ilie commercial rcsiriciions 

10 wliieb ilie United Si.ili ^ resorted as an cvidciire 
dieir M iisibilily , and a mild reialiatioii of dieir wroiii' 
liny iiivari.iblv phiced both powers iiii the same f'. ,,. 

11 l;, Jioldiiig out to each iii lespeci lo itself, the ^mc 
i.ii'(.tniii()daiion,in cm- itacct pied the coiididnnofler' 
id, .111(1 in I'l spect lo llii' olhi r, the same leMtiiinl if it 
refused. Had the Brifhli governnient ronlimied tlio 
arriini^emtni wliicli wns cniercd into uitli the British 
niiiiiv'iT III 1809, and France maintained her deciees, 
with France would the United Suiis have had tore- 

» sist, wi;b die lirume.is belonging lo dieir eJiarae.er, 
the ennliiimd vinlaiion of ilieir rights. Tlic com- 
niiitee do iioi liciila'c to declare, that Frmiec kh 
griaiiy injured ilie l'nit( d Sims, and that satisficlniy 
rcpar.iiinn has nil! yel been mide loi mme ni iliDsc 
iiijini'.'s. Bm, ilut is a cmieern uliich ihe Unind 
S'liies will look m and viilc M' ineiiisrlves. The 
high cliaiaciei of the Ainericm people, is a siilli'iiviil 
jilc'gi' to ilii' wdild that iliey will not full to settle it, 
on I iiiiditiniis which they hau' a light to claim. 

iMoieiecenily the true policy of the British govern, 
mem lowards the United Stales, his bien coinp't lely 
ui.folded. It has bu n publidy declared by those in 
power, that the orders in council shmiid not berejval. 
cd until the French g.tveriimeni had revoked .ill its 
internal restraints on ilic British ennimeice; and that 
ihe tr.ide of the Uiiiiul Stall's with Fraiuc and her 
allies, should be proliihiied, until Oreat Britain wa*' 
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' also allowed to trade witli them. By lliis declaration 
it ii|)|)cars, that to saiisf)" the pretensions of the British 
government, the United States must join Great Hri. 
tain in the war with Fniiicf, and |)r"sccutc the war 
until France should be subdued; i^^r witliont her 
Mil)jii[;-ilioii, it nero in vain to presume on siicli a 
concession. Tin; hostility nl" the liriiisli ^imW' 
Til' lit ifi these states has been still tnrilicr discM, 
Itliaslimi in.idc nunisl'cst that the Uiiiird Slates 
ate rniviidtrid by it as the cDniinercial rival ol' Great 
lliitaiii, and that iln.'ir prosperiiy and ;;n)\vih an- in. 
compatible with licr w( IliirL'. W'kn ail diesc cireinn- 
ManiTsarclak'iiiiitneiinMderatiiiii, it is impossible 
|i,r soiireoiniiiitue lodonlit tin: moiives which i;;.ive 
j'ovi-iiul the iJritish iiiiiiisiry in all its measures to- 
\\;ii(l>.ihe Uiiiiid Stales, since the ye.ir 1805. Krpiiil. 
|\ is it impossible to donbt, lonijir, the course uiiidi 
till Uiiiiui States oujjlit to pursue towards Great 
}irit;iin. 

I'Hini this review nf the multiplied wroiiirs of the 
Uii!i',tii;ovanincnl since tin; edinniencinicMt of ilic 
pr(Miit war, it nuist be evident tu tin iinpariial wnrid, 
tli.il till' comes', wliieli is now foreeil on the United 
Stales i<, radically a coulesl I'nr lliiir s-ivcrcij^nty and 
itid '; :i ileiict. Vocr eninmiilec wiil no: enlai!"' I'm 
;iitv (4 ilic ii.juriis, \m\x\n i;n uliidi hiivi; li.id a 
li,in-itii;v ((lee!. Tiiev \mh looiill tin. atiiiiii'.ii of 
til'; h use 10 those paniiineiit naiiire duly, win :li 
iiiiitmii Sddii'i'Jy '.n our iiiosi iniportiim rif^liis, ;iiid 
wi imd so I xiMisivcly iuid vii.illy our best inierrvts, 
as cmdd not iVil lo deprive the U. Stales ol the piiiici- 
pill adv.m'iit!;i s ol' their ivvohiiiou, if snbinmed to. 
Thf enntroul ol" our commerce by G. liriiain in re- 
};ul.itiii|;, at ])leahnre, and exiielliiii,' it almost Iroin 
ilie ocean ; the oppressive iiiaiiiu'r in which these re* 
j^ulations have been carried into elL'i;t, by sciilni; and 
coiiliscaliiiK such of o'.ir vessels, widi llii ii' rart^ors, 
as Miic Slid to have tiolated lundicis, olien with, 
out picvious earning of their daiij;er ; the impress. 
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niciit of our citizens Iron) on board our own vessels 
on the hi};h seas, and elsewhere, and holding them ia 
bQiidii|,'e till it suited iln: convenience of their oppres- 
sors to deliver them up, are encroachments of diat 
Ini^h and dangerous tendency, which could not fail to 
produce that pernicious ell'ect : nor would these be 
the only cniisnjuenci's that would result from it. Thr 
liritisli (j'overiiinent niii^dit, for a while, be satisfi;:d 
Willi the ascendency thus gained over us, but its pre- 
tensions would sooi\ increase. The proof wiiich .so 
compleic and dis|;racefiil a submission to its authority 
v.ouid afford of our degeneracy, could not fail lo in- 
spire crjiilideiice, that there was no limit to which i!s 
iisnrpalions, and our degradation, might not be car. 

ried. 

Yourcominitlcc, believing that the [rcc born .sons 
of America are worthy to enjoy the liCierty which their 
fathers purchased at the price of so much blood anil 
treasure, and seeing in the measures adopied by Great 
IJritain, a course commenced and persisted in, which 
must lead to a lossof nalion.d cluacier and Iiidepcn. 
deiicc, feel no hesitation in aleising rcsirtaiicc by 
force; in which ilie Americans of the present day 
v ill priive to the eiiuiny and to the world, that we have 
not (iiilv inherited ih.it libcrtv which our fathers lmvc 
lis, but also the w ill ;iiid power to m.iintain it. Kely. 
liig on the p:itriatisiii of the nation, and confideiitiy 
trusting that the Lord of Hosts will go with us to 
battle in a righteous cause, and crown our clforts 
with success, your coniiiiittcc axoiiiiuciid an iniiiic 
diatc appeal to arms. 
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